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And they were both: Righteous befone God, __"Y 
ing in all the Commandments and Ordinances 


F the Lord __ 


(#) 
Words, that they walked in all the Commandments of God, Oc. 
which .and by. concomitance, includes 


therefore conſlcquentially 
the_Righteouſneſs of Juſtification by Faith, as well as the 
Righteouſneſs of SanCtification. 


That #he 1g hteons before God, ſignifies their inward 
Sinceriy ah he ity. Hy pOcrites, "may Pþ us be- 


 foreM ut none are n= before God but incere Be- 
levers. 


Walking im all the Commandments. The Greek Word tran- 
flated here Walking, ſignifies Journying, going onward by a 


progre{iive Motiog, going 4rom- ſkrength ta.ſtrength, as 1t is 
Pal. 84. 7. ThiNhows, that auchReliions not bare Talk 


heory, and meer mg co A mr diligent 
ex preſiced Now by the aphor. of \ Walking, .'This 

alfo iÞdrts, > hte 'the' = od, *both'r IN 
Faith and Moral Duties, arg wbthr in tis By 
to be the way that leads - Y Heavenly FOE as we 


walk in, them; that is, as we obey the 
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Anfw, Nay. Bas for the. © hs an RHO of wy Any 
fazer, we are te Giga vn eo Gods Oo - 
mands, and the Manner how we, or any, pertorm:them.: We: 
may keep the Matter of this or that Commandment, and yet 
fail nit fe Manger of Pertargzence : For Example, When we” 
name. oe Gb haxicy. for. the Relief of t he b 26k, 9 cur be 
_Abjlng; i We pajorm the Matter of. the Pat pet 
if there be any. thing of Vain Glory, in it, ſo 2s to be 

of Men, if we do it: not with a pure Intention, and XY 
pureneſs of Charity and AﬀeCtion, we are faulty in the Man-- 
nat Ao; we may _—_ the Duty. of the Matter of Prayer, 
35 we prey, iothe true. God, and not tg any Idol, or falſe 
God, andhat we pray in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, and in; 
Grad Words ; here the Mazter of OE ReVer b is right ; but, 
«x W35-40k With that Grrvgth, of Þayb, With hes is 


(3) 
and fervour of Love, . and true Devotion unto God, that we 
ought to have, we fail, and fin in the Manner of our Perfor- 
mance. It is poſlible, by the grace of God, for the Faithful to 
| keep all God's Commands, for the Matter of them in a true 
ſenſe ; yet, ſeeing we very often fail in the right Way and 
Manner of our Performance of them, either in Prayer or any 
other Duty, we fin, and ought to be humbled for it, daily 
confeſs it, repent of it, and ask forgiveneſs of Ged, in the 
Name of Chriſt Jeſus. | 


Commandments and Ordinances. By Ordinances, are under- 
ftood all the Ceremonial and Levitical Precepts of the Law, 
called in 'Heb.g. 1. Ordinances of Service ining to the 
Temple-Worſhip, and all the Rites and Shadows of the Law, 
ſo far. as concerned them. By Commandments, are not onl 
underſtood the Ten Precepts of the Moral Law, but all the 
pofitive Precepts of revealed Religion, ſo far as was diſcove- 
red unto them in the Old Teſtament, and eſpecially Faith in 
the promiſed Meſliah, for remiſhon of Sin, and the Faith and 
Hope of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, which the Faithful 
then had, as really as Behevers now have, though not ſo ful- 
ty and clearly revealed. | 


Blameleſs. Nor will this prove that they had attain'd a ſin- 
leſs Perfection, as ſome would infer z the Greek word: fignifieth 
unreproachable, or without any crime- or ſcandalous PraQice : 
we are to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Crime and a Faxlt; perſons may 
te, and oft are Crimeleſs, that yet are not altogether Faxlrleſs. 


Having thus far opened the Words, I ſhall obſerve to you 
ſome- profitable DoGrines and Inſtructions, that follow by 
way of Corollary, and Conſequence from them. Which I do 
for a particular Reaſon, which ye ſhall afterwards know, not 
ſo much with reſpe& to moſt here,- but with reſpe& to ſome 


Stran- 


[9 1 
Stranghrs;' add foro of 2my* Fribinds; xtorwhom: I judge theſe 
Obſervations thatT'4m aboar to:give'\may berof Crt po. 


"The Kiis this: Thattiva very <contypt ſtate-of a-Church, 
there-may andthave been found; (ſome: xxecllently holy and 
righteous perſons. «1824.0, » TIT v2. | 


The ſecond is this: That holy and righteous (perſons may 
and ought to remam ina Church, and not feparate from it, if 
it have the-true Notes and. Marks of a Church, -notwithſtand- 
ing the-Corruption of petſons-that may be in. it. Suppoſe they 
who-are fo corrupt are the greateſt number, and it nothing 
that 4s ſmful -be-enjoyned, or imposd upon them, they may 
-and ought to joyn with-them ut the-publick As of God's Wor- 
fhip, notwichſtanding the ' Corruptions ' of particular perſons 
belonging to that "Church, in ſome things both of -Dod&rine 
and Pradttice. 0 99LY, ; 


The third/is this: That potent eminently:holy- and ſpiri- 
«nal, . have-joyned, and conſequently may ,joyn,- with the body 
of a Congregation 1n theipublick' Worthip of God, with Pray- 
<r.and Thankſgiving, in the-uſe of ſet:Forms of Prayer and 
"Thankſgiving, with joint vocal'Praying and'Singing with the 
- TWulgtude, without Tfinfiing dn: their 4o- doing a&toi'the Matter 
-of the Wotlhip,/#s above'explained, and/without any-hurt-to 
their inward ar {piritual ftate and frame of Mind,  or.quench- 
ing'the Spirit. 


3'To all theſe thiree 1 intend» particularly to ſpeak ; and they 
4wHt be formd to! flow" very naturally, at leaſt by way of -Co- 
wellaty, from'the(words of the Text. 


\""To-the#htſt. The ftate of the Church of the Jews at this 
Yume,/ to which the words of the Text relate, was very cor- 


- 
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rupt : Some of them believ'd not the Dodrine of the Reſurre- 
&:on of the dead, as the Saddxcees : The Scribes and Phari- 
fees had corrupted the true ſenſe of the Law with their falſe . 
Gloſſes in divers things, as is clear from our Saviour's Sermon 
an the Mount, wherein he tacitely fo chargeth them, and 
from other places, where he maniteſtly and expreſly ſo doth, 
as Matth. 15. 3. 6, 7, 8, 9. Alſo their Practices were very cor- 
rupt: though they made long Prayers, they devour'd Widows 
Houſes. The High Prieſts were not at this very tune of the 
Poſterity. of Aaren, nor yet of the Tribe of Lews, and baſc 
Azts were uſed to attain to the Dignity of the High Prieſthood; 
and the generality of the People at this very tune were very 
formal, rude, and ignorant, and many of them vicious : yer 
for all this, here were two- moſt eminently haly and righteous 
perſons in one Hauſe. And another Inſtance 1s, Joſeph and 
Mary the Mother of our Lord ; alfo-that good Old-man Sizze- 
arr, and Anna who ſerved God with Faſting and Prayer day 
and night in the Temple; Nathaniel, in whom was no guile 
Foſeph of Arinrathea, a juſt Man : and all theſe were before our 
Saviour's Preaching, - and poilibly ſome were ſo before Johr's 
Preaching. Now thefe excellent Perſons, -ſo eminently pious, 
did not teparate from: the Temple-Worſhip, and make up a 
Church by themſelves, but remain'd in extexnal.Communion 
with the mixt Multitude ; nor did either Johr the Baptiſt, or 
-our, bleſſed Lord; ſet up avy feparate Communion from the 
Jewiſh Church: during the whole time of their Miniſtery : our 
Saviour frequented the Temple and the Synagogues, read out 
of the Old Teſtament, and preach'd in the Synagogues. Nor 
did Johr's Preaching in the Wilderneſs,” and Chriſt's Preaching 
ſometimes in the Wilderneſs, and fometimes on a Mountain, at 
other times by the Sea-ſide, rave that-they made any Schiſm 
or Separation from the Jewiſh Church, ſeeing they frequented 
the publick Worſhip, and obſerved all the Ordinances of the 
Law, for Chriſt. came. ta fulful the. Law, and did —_— y 
ultill. 
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Maſter, but for. their Pride an 
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Sulfll it in all points in his own Perſon, and that for out 


ſake. It was an allowed common Practice at that time, -and 
long before, as well as after, among the Jews, for particular 
perions, who profeſs'd to have Knowledge of the Law, and of 
divine Myſteries, to gather Diſciples and Proſelytes to them, 
whom they taught apart, and theſe were called Rabbies, thar 
is, Maſters, who did aflume to themſelves, and their Dectrines 
and Wards, not only an Authority equal, but ſuperiour to the 
Holy Scriptures ( as can be proved out of the Rabbinical Au- 
thors;) tor which caufe our Saviour did ſharply, and moſt 
juſtly, reprehend them, not ny for the Naine Rabbi or 

high Conceit of themſelves, 
boaſting in their knowledge, though they were greatly igno- 
rant and unſound: for which cauſe our Saviour bid his Diſct- 
ples beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, by which he meant 
their Do&riae, to wit, ſuch Doftrine as they:taught, as their 
private Opinions, and Expolitions of the Law, which they did 
got tedch as fitting in Moſes Chair; for what they taught ac- 
cording. to the Law of Moſes, the People were to hear them, 
as Chriſt commanded ; they were to do as they ſaid ( out 
of Moſes Chair ) but not as they did. Had cither our Savi- 
our or his Diſciples abfented from the Publick Worſhip a 
the Temple, no doubt they would have made it a great mat- 
ter of Accuſation againſt. him; but this they neither did, nor 
could juſtly. do, becauſe he did every thing that was enjoin- 
ed according to the Law, and not only frequented:the Tem- 
ple, but the Synagogues, together with the People that met 
together to pray, eſpecially in the Temple : and {ſo no doubt 
it was the Loy of Zacharias and Eliſabeth; to pray with 


_ the People, as it is faid Lyke r. ver. 10. and the whole Mul: 


titude of the People were praying without, at- the ' time! of 
Incenſe; but at that. time Zacharias was performing his Of- 
fice in the holy place, called the inner Chan his lot falling 
{o:to be in courſe. - oh coca | git 
21.12 2 ut 


[1 ] 
- But: to go farther. backward, How marry Inſtances have-wet 
iy'the-days of Moſer, 'and' the facteeding Prophets} what 
Sons of Belial wete- aniong that People, "whony yet- God' 
owned to be his: People, and did not reje& therty. from-be- 
ing his Church ,  evett: when they rebelled againft him itr 
the Wilderneſs. Fhey are called the Chorch, ;A@-'7. 38, 29. 


To the ſecond, That holy and righteons Perſons may and 
ought to remain in a Church, and not ſeparate fromIiti- JF 
it have the true Notes and Marks of -a' Church, though :there 
may be Corruptions both as to Dodrine and- Prattice :in{ the 
ſzme, if nothing that is ſinful -be: impoſed: or enjoyned- to 
them. That they did not” ſeparate, is already proved; and 
that they did not fin in remaining. m the 'external Commu- 
jon. of the Church, ' but that ' they-did what was command- 
6d; mn continuing with the multitude in the Publick-Workbip; 
is alſo clear from-the words: of - the 'Text ;for-thad; they fin 
ned in continuing in that external Communion; and/oynifte 
with them in the Publick Worſhip, they ſhould not Have: had 
this great Commendation given them ' here'in' the words sf 
the Text, that they were both righteows- before God, tvabking its 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of Git ;\ whereof thew 
worſhipping God in the Temple with the multitnde, was: s 
frart. And had it been any Sin':to have joyned- with-the 
Maltitude in the Publick Worſhip,- Chriſt, who never, khew 
Sin; had \not 'countengnced "it: He forbld: the Peoplicindeed 
fo-follow their blind Guides, _—_— themy” 1f the blind follow 
the: blind, both "muſt fall into' the ditch. But 'this- was only 
forbidding to follow them in receiving their-blind and falſe 
Eire.” 213 bos .c1 ors 1 nl bank & $i 5. ; 
15Fh#s/1I- the *sachen! infiſt wpony beeanſe''of- divers I know 
at6e)hers, whorme-norot the Chirch of Ermgland ; fome of 
whom Gotl*kath talc me mſtrumental- in bis' great Mercy, 
to bring off from the vite Errours of Quaketilmz!. yes itre- 

to: . QC | mainms 


oY, 7 
maitis a Seftiple'with them to join with the-Chureh of Errg- 
land, becauſe; asis affirmed by many, (he is Corrupt, mr 
with reſpe& to- the Praftice of many, called her Members ; 
they think-to yo in any part of the Worſhip of God with 
ſuch corrupt. Perſons, 4s a fin, and: will defile them. 'The 
contrary whereof, they may perceivefrom what I have ſaid 
upon the Suppoſition, 'Fhat the prefent State ' of the Church 
were as corrupt as the Rate of the Fews then was but I 
am fat from thinking, that the Church is ſuch :- F am well 
petſuaded, that ſhe doth incomparably excel i in-many re- 
ſþedts, and is td be prefefted t&#ny Þ krtow (in the World, 
havirig thany more extellenly 4d -eminently holy Perſons 
in her Communion' tH#n the Jew Church then” had ; for 
chongh there were fome in' the Jewiſh Church very emi- 
tently Holy, y&'fo' far as-we find on Record, they were 
But few in nimbet!'* Notwithſtanding 'Fohr's Preachirig, 
who preach'd with gfeat'ZearF'and Power ; -and our Savi- 
our's Preaching, tho ſpike ## never Man ſpake, yet, even'® 
che Day of Pentecoft, they- were but an Hundred and twen- 
ty 'in Number;  but'I charitably believe, there are-many 
Thouſands of eminently holy ard pions Perſons'in her'Com- 
mitfion. - And F6f ſich as are openly: Vicious; 'that*appetr 
in her Publick Aſſcmblies, it nay be frid #s St. Paul yu 'of 
Iſrach, They are mot all Iſrael who are called Iſrael : Tt is that 
hich happens to all Commrntons; that there 4s a mixt Au- 
dinoty tliar frequent their- Aſſemblies; and as Chriſt hath 
tight us; the Kingdom of God, that is; rhe viſibe State of 
the Church, is like to five Wife Virgins and five Fooliſh ; 
and there will be Tares and Chaffamong the good Seed and 
Corti, utitil tHe Hatveſt z* and «that 35 the end of the World. 


'- To the Third, That, P&ſons eminently holy and .ſpi- 
erat, may and ought to , join with with rhe | Poblick 
Pray&s' of the: Chutch,” not» ithſtanding of the Cor up- 
Va t10ns 
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tions of particular Members, as above-mentioned, and-pro- 
ved, when they pray in Set-Farms, and with joint -Voi- 
ces. This many can leaſt of all digeſt, being prejudiced 
againſt all Set-Forms of Prayer, however fo Gadd and 
good, yea, againſt the praying the Lord's Prayer; as con- 


ceiving that all ſuch manner of Prayer will h the 


Spirit, and ſtifle, and quze kill and extinguiſh all ſpiri- 
tual Life and Motions in them. © 
I freely confeſs, I have been ſo prejudiced my (elf 


againſt all Set-Forms of Prayer, having the ſame Con- 


ceit that I find others now have; but I bleſs God, I 
not anly have ſeen the Errour of that, but have found 
by true Experience, that to join with the Faithful in the 
Publick Prayers, in Set-Forms of found Words, is fo 
far from being any hurt, or cauſe to. kill and extinguiſh 
ſpiritual Life in the Soul, that I have found my very 
Heart and Soul ſpiritually Refreſked and Comforted in 
Wining therewith ; and I thank God, that I can, and do 
with great inward Freedom, Peace and Satisfaftion, both 
pray and praiſe God with you. And, that which hbin- 
ders any to find it f{o, is the deep Prejudice they have 
let in againſt the way of -praying by Forms, being miſ- 
inform'd by their Teachers. - 

Beſide what I have faid- on a former Occaſion in a- 
nother place, I will at preſent give you two places of 
Scripture, to prove, That it was the Way and Manner 
of the Publick Worſhip of God in the Jewiſh Church, 
for the People to pray with their Voice jointly ; the 
one place is in Jſazah 29. 13. Foraſmmch as this People 
draw near with their Month, aud with their Lips do ho- 
grour me, but have removed their Heart far from me, &c. 
It plainly appears from this, what was the Manner 
of the Publick Worſhip of God in the Jewiſh Church, 
in the Days of 1ſaiah and the other Prophets, ons the 
cQ- 
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People prayed with the Miniſter or Prieft vocally with 
Mouth - Lips; God did not blame them fimply for 
this, but that while. they gave him the external part of 
Worſhip with their Mouths and Lips; they gave him 
not the internal alſo, without which the external is not 
acceptable z; they gave him not their Heart, but removed 
x far from him. This. was too. general among, them ;, 
but yet, neither 1ſazah, nor any others of the Faithful 
who were mingled: among them, and ſcrved God fincere- 
ly both with. Heart and. Mouth, did ſeparate from the 
Publick Worſhip. This ſame - place is quoted, and apply- 
ed by- our Saviour againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, their 
a————_— Prayers with. their Mouths and Lips, Matth.1 g.. 
7%. Mark 7.6. | 

If any ſay, this is. not to: be underſtood of their pray-- 
ing in the Publick Worſhip with vocal Prayer, but in 
their private Devotions. "To this I Anſwes:. 14, This is 
meerly alledged, but. not praved. 24ly, The contrary can: 
be proved ;_ for if Perſons are to pray vocally. with. their 
Mouths in private, for as: good reaſon, they. are to pray 
vocally with: their Mouths.in publick, the. external. part of 
Worſhip being commanded- as well as. the internal, in; 
publick as. well as- in private.. Though:in Men's private 
Devotions, they are. not to pray as to be heard of others, 
as the Phariſees did whom Chriſt reproved.z. yet they may 
pray as Hazneh did; 1 Sam. 1. 13: Now Hennah, (he ſpake 
in her Heart, only her Lips- moved, but her Voice was not 
heard. In Publick Worſhip there. is this Difference, that 
our Voice is: to be heard, that: others . may know that we- 
pray the fame Prayer with them: 

The other place 1s Nehem. 9. 4, 5- Then ſtood: up upon the 
ftairs of the Lewies Jefbua and Bani, &c. and cried with 2 
loud voice unto the Lord their God, being in number eight Per- 
ſons particularly named.; and Ver..5. Then:the Levites, gr 
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and Kilbatel, Bari, 8x. faid { unto; the Peoples] Stand ap, 
and'\pleſe the Lord your God far ever and ever,. and ble nd 
+hy2lorious name, which 5s. exalted ahove. all bleſſmg and praiſe. 
And then the.People with the: Levites; as is dhear from ver. 
'2i:and [3. joined in vocal Prayer:with themg:$ar it is faid, 
veri2. And the ſeed of Iſracl ſeparated themſelves from all ftran- 
gers; aud” flood and confeſs. d their ſins, and the iniquities of 
their fathers : and ver. 3. One fourth part of the day they read 
in the book of the law of the Lord their God, and 'unother fourth 
part 'they confeſſed and worſhipped the iLord their God. And 
thusthey began, and went on. together, from ver. 5. to the 
end of that Chapter, ſaying, Bleſſed be thy glorious name, 
which-3s exalted above all -bletſang. and praiſe : thou, \evex thou, 
art Lord alone, thou haſt made heaven, the heaven of 'beavens, 
-1ith all their hoſt, the earth, .and all things that are thereit, the 
ſeas, and all that is therein ;, and'than:preſerveſt them all, and 
the hoſt of ' heaven worſhippeth thee, &c. "That ancient excel- 
lent Hymn which 5-a- part of 'the: Church of Ezgland's Li- 
turgy; xomiposd above 'twelve hundrett years ago; as is.pro- 
'bably thoughteÞby Lt, Ambroſe, which begins, We praiſe thee, O 
God, &c. doth very'much retemble this; in Exord and Preface. 
By'the Scriptures above cited, and drvers others that might 
. {be cited, it- pkrinly appears,. that the Peopte had a-part 
with the Miniſter in the external part:of -God'siWorthip, 
"praying vocally together with)/lyms and that-they did: fo, as 
being their Daty, and in Obedience to God's Command,'to 
-whom 'we owe as well the external Worſhip of our Bodies 
as:the-internal Worſhip of our Souls ;/ſceing) we owe £0 hit 
the Creation of '6ur Souls and: Bodies,: and the2Prefervation 
of both, and all our Blefiings doth wnward-and outward ; 
and he hath redeemed both .by the precious Blood of Chriſt ; 
therefore we are te glorific hmm both with bur Souls arid 
with our Bodies, which-are this, and to. offer up unto him 
 *he Cabves of our Lips, Hoſ. 14-2. :andthe Fruit of our Lips, - 
»Heb. 13. 15. And 
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And as ſo to do is a Commanded Duty, fo it is 2 great Fa- 
vour and Privilege, that God Almighty has beſtow'd upon all 
his People ; that they call upon him Vocally with their Mouths 
and Lips, jointly, as well as with their Hearts and Spirits : 
And therefore whoever by their Dofrine teach People that 
they ſhould not do fo, commit a Twofold Evil: 

Firſt, That they deny and take away that Honour that is 
dne to God from the People, by this way of Worſhipping him 
in Prayer and Thankſgiving, with their Mouths and Lips, 2s 
well as with their Hearts z what God hath put together, they 
ought not to put aſunder. 

Secondly, They deprive the People of the high Favour and 
Privilege that he has beſtow'd upon them, to allow them to 
ſpeak unto him ( not always by a Proxy, or the Mouth of ano- 
ther,but) by their own Mouths; for God's People, both under the 
Old and New Teſtament, is called by him a Royal Prieſthood, 
who offer up unto him their Sacrifices, and have a near Ac- 
ceſs to him, through their great High- Prieſt Fe/us Chriſt, their 
and our alone Mediator. Under the Old Teſtament there was 
this Order : Firſt, The High-Prieſt was concerned in ſome 
Parts of God's Service that were proper and peculiar to him ; 
in which reſpe& he was (ſo to ſpeak) nearclt to God. Se- 
condly, The Prieſts were concerned in ſome parts of Gcd's 
Service proper and peculiar to them, which did not belong to 
the Levites; and they were in the next degree of Nearneſs. 
Thirdly, The Levites were concerned in ſome parts of God's 

Service proper to them, which did not belong to the People. 
Fourthly, and Laſtly, There was a part of God's Service thar 
was common to the People, with all the other Three z and 
that was to Worſhip God together, jointly, with Vocal Prayer 
and Thankſgiving. together with them ; as being in all theſe 
Four degrees a Holy and Royal Prieſthood unto God, to offer 
up together their Sacrifices unto him ; in which refpe& they 
were a People near unto him, above all other Nations ; as it 
is written Deut. 4. 7. For what nztion is there ſo great, who hat! 
Gd 
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God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our Ged us int all things that we 
call upon him for ? 

It proceeds from great Ignorance, that the Name of a Prieſt 
is ſo much reproached by many who call themſelves Chriſtians ; 
they think they cannot call a Man by a greater Name of Cons» 
tempt, than to call him Prie/t ; whereas the Name is Honour- 
able, though it be abuſively given to many that are not wor- 
thy of it : Our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf is called Prieft frequently 
in Scripture, and is the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion ; and not 
only they who miniſter the Word and- Sacraments, but the 
whole Body of- the Faithſul, are a Royal Prieſthood unto God, 
to whom ſome part of God's Service doth belong , as that of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving , both with Heart and Mouth, and 
in Spirit and Truth, that is acceptable unto God through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, The Greek word that is Tranſlated Prieſt in Engliſh, 
iS legevs, from ep, i. e. holy, which ſignificth one that is con» 
verſant, or exerciſed in holy things, to wit, in the holy Ser- 
vice of God; a ſpecial part of which is Prayer and Thank(- 


giving, both with the Heart and Mouth, that belongs to the 
whole Congregation of God's People, who are a Holy and 
Royal Prieſthood unto him. 


In the Afternoon. 


Luke I. 6. And they were both Righteous, &c. 


HAT I may with the greater Clearneſs Anſwer to 
certain ObjeRions that ſome will be ready to make 
againſt what I have above delivered, I will here 
Anſwer 'a Weighty Queſtion. 


Q. By what Power or Ability did theſe two Eminently virtuous 
Perſons, and all others under the Old Teſtament, walk in all the 
Commandments and Ordinances of God 2 And particularly by what 
Ability did they Worſhip God in their Prayers and Thankſgivings 2 


Anſ. By the fame Power and Ability of the Holy Spirit, 
and his Saving and Sandifying Gifts and Graces, by which 
the Faithful under the New Teſtament did walk in all God's 
Commandments, and ſerve him with Prayers and Thankſgi- 
vings: For as the Church of God is one and the ſame Col> 
leave Body of a Church for ſubſtance, both under the Old 
and New Teſtament, however otherwiſe differing in reſpe& of 
the various Adminiſtrations, and other Circumſtances : So 
the Spirit is one that did and doth inſpire both, enlighten, 
quicken,' and enable the Faithful in both, to perform their re- 
ſpefive Dutics and Services. 

I ſhall now only bring you Two places of Scripture to prove, 
That the Church of the Jews, under the Old Teſtament, had 
the Holy Spirit given them, as well as the Church hath it 
now given under the New 7 I : The One is Ps, = 
' 2 ou 
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Thou gaveſt alſo thy-good ſpirit to inſtru them, and with-heldeſt 


not thy Manna from their mouth, and gaveſt them water for their 
thirft. If any ſay, The Spirit was given to them in the Pro- 
phets, but not in themſelves. I Anſwer; As it was given to 
the Prophets by Extraordinary Inſpiration and Prophecy, ſo it 
was given to the People by Ordinary Inſpiration, to enable 
them both to believe and underſtand what the Prophets taught, 
and alſo ro praQice what Ged by the Prophets commanded 
them. And that this was as univerſally given to them inward- 
ly, as the Manna and the Water was to them outwardly, is- 
evident from the words quoted; I ſay, given and offered to them 
on God's part, though properly received by none but the Faith- 
ful on their part, as the Manna and Water was given to them 
all; yet if any would not eat the Manna, nor drink the Water, 
they would have periſhed for all that. The Other place of 
Scripture is 1ſaiah 59. 2.1.. T his is my Covenant with them, ſaith the 
Lord ; My ſpirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, ſhall not- depart out of thy moath, nor out of the mouth 
of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, 
from henceforth, and for ever. | 

This Covenant is the Covenant of Grace that God has made 
with Chriſt, and through-him with all-Believers, from the be- 
ginning to the end of the World, who are his Seed, and Seed's 
ſeed ; and this Covenant is the ſame for ſubſtance in all Apes, as 
well under the Old Teſtament, as under the New, and hath the. 
ſame Promiſes as-to the main and chiefeſt things, to wit, For- 
giveneſs of Sin, for Chriſt's ſake, and the Holy Spirit, with his- 
Szving-Gifts and Graces (to ſanQily them, and enable them to 
ſerve God acceptably) and Eternal Life and Salvation. And the . 
Faith that they had who lived under the Qld Teſtament, and 
ſerved God, acceptably, is one and the ſame with the Faith of ſin- 
cere Chriſtians under the New Teſtament, differing but in ſome 
Circumſtances ; they believed in him that was to come ; we 
believe in him that 1s come ; they believed that the Blood of 
Chriſt, the Promyſed Meſliab, and. Seed of the Woman, ſhould 
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be ſhed for the Remiſſion of their Sins; of which they were 
taught and kept in remembrance by the Blood of the Sacrifices, 
which was a Type of that moſt excellent and efficacious Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt's Body and Blood, that was to be ſhed for them; 
and we believe that his Blood hath been ſhed for us, and that 
Chriſt our Paſſover and Sacrifice is ſlain for us: They had the 
ſame Obje&t and Foundation of Faith and Hope that we have, 
but not ſo explicitly and clearly revealed ; it is faid, . Zeb. 1. 
Theſe all died mm faith ; and by faith they walked with God, and 
booked for a City which had foundations, whoſe builder and maker us 
God ; and ſought the heavenly Country, and confeſſed that they were 
ſtrangers and pilgrims on earth, Heb. 1. 9, 10, x3, 14,16. 

It is therefore a great error in them, who think that the. 
Church under the Old Teſtament, was a Carnal Church, and 
their Worſhip altogether carnal ; their Faith a Carnal Faith, 
having only Carnal Promiſes, and Carnal and Earthly things 
oaly promiſed to them ; for all the Faithful under that Diſpen»- - 
fation had the fame Spiritual things, and Promiſes, and Wor» 
ſhip that true Chriſtians now have. It is alſo a great Error in 
them who now ſay and teach, that there is noabſolute need of 
any ſpecial help or aid of the Holy Spirit, by ſpecial Divine In- 
fluence to help. or aſſiſt us in- obeying God's Commands, . 
and to worſhip him acceptably, which was the old Pe» 
lagian Hereſie that is revived in many hereaway ; and .clſe- - 
where. 

What I have above faid-is ſufficient to anſwer that ObjeQion, 
that many I know do make againſt Set Forms of Prayer now - 
under the New-Teſtament ; they will grant that the Church in -- 
the Publick Worſhip of God , had. ſct-Forms- of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving under the Old-Teſtament; but they deny that - 
therefore it follows, that the Church ſhould have them under 
the New-Teſtament, becauſe the Worſhip then was Carnal, bur 
now it is Spiritual ; they had carnal Commandments, and car- 
nal Ordinances ;- but the Church under the New-Teſtament- is 
a Spiritual Houſe, the.Worſhip.and Ordinances Spiritual ;- and 
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by the like way of arguing, they ſay, Though the Church un- 
der the Olc-Teſtament had many Corruprtions, and a great 
mixture of corrupt M:mbers, yet it is not ſo under the New- 
Teſtament. 

To both which, what is aboveſaid may ſufficiently anſwer. 
The Worſhip of God, which the Church of God under the Old 
Teſtament performed, as with reſpe& to the Faithful, was a 
Spiritusl Worſhip, and that Worſhip was required of them as 
truly then,as it 1s required now ; God then required the Heart, 
as well as now, and blamed them who drew: near to him with 
the Mouth, but had removed their Hearts far away from him, 
as is above ſhewed. The Ceremonial ' Precepts of the Law, 
that were the Figures and Shadows, were called carnal Ordinan- 
ces, in reſpe&t of the many outward things that were carnal, 
that were enjoined to them, but not in reſpe& of the inward 
Habit and Frame of their Hearts and Minds, for that was re- 
quired to be ſpiritual, and was ſpiritual in all the Faithful : And 
although it is granted, that comparatively the Church under 
the New-Teſtament, in reſpe& of the generality, was to be 
more ſpiritual, having the Promiſes of greater meaſures of the 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, than the Church under the Old 
Teſtament had ; yet with reſpet to many Particulars, they 
far exceeded any of us in Spirituality ; yet theſe moſt eminently 
holy and virtuous Perſons went always with the Multitude,and 
Joined with them in the Publick Worſhip of God ; while (as 
to the matter of it) it was according to what God had com- 
manded, as it generally was, excepting ſome particular 
Caſes. 

And as I have above ſhewed, that the State of the Church 
under the Old Teſtament, did confiſt' of a great mixture, and 
had great Corruptions in it, which yet was no cauſe or ground 
ot ſeparation to the Faithful, who ſtill continued among them ; 
1 ſhall now ſhew the like in divers Churches in the New Teſta» 
ment, who yet were owned of God to be true Churches, 
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' Many in the Churches of the Galatians were greatly corrupt- 
ed in the DoQrine of Juſtification, and divers other things, 
yet Paul did not difown them to be a Church, nor bid them 
ſeparate or divide.' In the Church of Corinth divers of them 
denied the ReſurreQion of the Body, as is clear from x Cor. 15. 
and had divers great Failings in their PraQtice, and were very 
irregular in the manner of receiving the Lord's Supper, and did 
receive it unworthily ; yea ſome were drunk, which was a ve- 
ry bad preparation to that Holy Ordinance ; yet he bid them 
not ſeparate, and ſet up a diſtint Communion, but thorp!y 
blames them for the Diviſions that were among them. 

He bid them inde<d come out from among Uabelievers, and 
be ſeparate from them, and to purge out the old Leaven; bur 
all this reſpe&ts the right adminiſtration of Diſcipline in the 
Church ; ſcandalous Perſons ought to be regularly dealt with, 
and proceeded againſt ; and if they prove obſtinate after due 
admonition, they are to be excommunicated, whether the 
Crime be of Hereſie, or evil practice: But the Power of Ex- 
communication duth not belong to private. Perſons in the 
Church, but tothe Rulers and Governors that God hath ſet up 
in the Church. If any in the Church offend you with their 
ſcandalous Practices, ye ought firlt ro admonith them; and if 
they regard it not, nor amend, ye ovght to inform againſt them 
to the Miniſter, and the Miniſter ought to inform to the Biſhop ; 
and if he negle& his Daty, he muſt anſwer to God for it : Bur 
in the mean time-ye ought not to forſake the Church for the de- 
fault of particular Perſons in it; what cannot be amended, muſt 
be born, unleſs there be a general Apoſtacy or Corruption in 
the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Fauth, or in Scandalous Pra- 
ices ; which, bleſſed be God, is not our caſe in this Church, 
where the Doctrine is ſound, and the Lives and Converſations 
of many agreeable to the Goſpel ; and for ſuch who are ſcanda- 
lous, though they frequent the Publick Aſſemblies, as they doin 
all External Communtons, why may not the Excuſe that ſerves 
for one, ſerve for another? that is (ſay they) thovgh they come 
among us, yet they are not of us. We 
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We fin in the Book of the Revelations, that five at leaſt of the 
ſeven Churches of 4/a, that St. John writ unto, were ſeverely 
reproved, and eſpecially the Angels ; z. e. the Governors of theſe 
Churches, for ſuffering things which 'they ought not to have 
ſuff:red, or for their ſl2ckneſs and remiſneſs in what belonged to 
them. The Church of Sardis is not blamed for Corruption in 
Dodtrine, but for her Formality, and defe& of good Works: yer 
ſhe is owned to be a true Church, by the Spirit of God in Fohx. 
A Church as well as other things receive the denomination , 
ſometimes 4 pottore parte ; 4. ec. from the better part, and not al- 
ways from the greater part; the few Names in Sardis, that had 
not defiled their Garments, gave her the denomination of a 
Church, even by the Spirit of God 5 nor did the Defilements of 
many, or the greater number that were joined together in the 
External Communion, or profeſſion of Memberſhip, defile thoſe 
other that were ſincere. 

The uſe of this is of great ſervice to inſtru thoſe who think 
they cannot be joined in an External Communion with any So » 
ciety of People profeſſing Chriſtianity, that hath any ſcandalous 
Proteſlors among them, but they muſt be defiled with them; the 
Prayers of the one ſort will hinder the Prayers of the ſincere 
from being accepted ; If they partake with them at the Lord's 
'Supper, who are not ſo regular and exaCt as they are, they think 
they are defiled with them, they think they are forbidden to 
partake in the Lord's Supper with them ; for which ſome bring, 
x Cor. 5.11. If any man that is called a Brother, be a Fornicator, 
or covetous, Qc. with ſuch a one no not to eat ; but it is a mi- 
ſtake, that by eating there is meant eating at the Lord's Supper ; 
I agree with them whojudge 'twas not that, but ordinary eat- 
ing: So that they were forbidden to have particularConverſation 
with ſuch, Yet they were not to forſake the Church becauſe of 
them ; but if they knew ſuch, to make a regular complaint, 
that due and regular Diſcipline might be exerciſed towards 
them. | 


And 
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And the like Miſtake they fall into, who argue from 2 7im. 
3-4, 5- Where the Apoſtle bids 7imothy turn away from ſuch 
as were vicious Perſons, and had a Form of Godlineſs, but de- 
nied the Power thereof; that therefore none that are fincerely 
godly ought to remain in External Communion with that 
Church where there are any ſuch vicious Perſons. But they 
ſhould conſider to whom this is direted, to Timothy, who was 
Biſhop of Epheſw, to whom it belonged by his Epiſcopal Of- 
fice to reject ſuch, and turn them away (as the Greek word will 
bear it) or turn them out of the Church, even as the Civil 
Magiſtrate is to turn vicous perſons, that deſerve it, out of the 
City ; but this doth not belong to private perſons, they have no 
power to puniſh,cither with baniſhment or death, Criminal per- 
ſons how much ſoeve they deſerve it : Even ſoit belongs whol- 
to Eccleſiaſtick Officers, to rejet and caſt out ſcandalous per- 
ſons ; and if they do it not, it is their fin, if they havedue infor- 
mation or notice of them : But yet that is no warrant for any 
' to forſake the Communion of the Church. There were not 
only great defaults in the Church of the Jews, among private 
perſons, but-in the Eccleſiaſtick Rulers at divers times, anJ re- 
miſneſs of Diſcipline, which the true Prophets reproved them 
for, yet they did not ſeprate from them. 

So long as a Society of people profeſſing Chriſtianity, has the 
true Nores of a:Church, and that nothing, ſinful in the matter 
of Worſhip is enjoined or impos'd upon any, we ought not to 
ſ-parate from ſuch a Church. But this gives no ſttength to the 
Church of Rome to charge us with Schiſm for our: ſeparation 
from her, becauſe ſhe eojoins many finful things to be practiſed 
by her Members, in the Worſhip of God, which no good Chri- 
ſtian ought to practiſe ; and there is a general Corruption both 
in Dodqrine and Practiſe in her profeſſed Members; yet we 
ought to diſtioguiſh betw ixt the corrupt Faction prevailing in 
the Church, ' and others that may, and do there remain, that 
are not of them : We are to diſtinguiſh betwixt Babylon and the 
Church of Godin Babylox, and betwixt the Temple of God, and 


Antichriſt fitting in the Temple of God, The people of God are 
D commanded 
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commanded to come out of Babylon, Rev. 18, 4. which proves 
he had and hath a people in Baby/on, even Myſtical Babylon, that 
is, the corrupt ſtate of the Church of Rome. 

The Church of God hath not utterly failed during all the 
time of the great Apoſtacy and DefeRtion, that hath prevailed 
over many, otherwiſe Chriſt's Promiſe had failed, That the gates 
of Fell ſhould not prevail againſt her : And as ſhe hath continu- 
ed, ſo an outward Miniſtry of the Word hath continued alſo, 
by which ſhe hath bcen fed and nouriſhed; for God never fed 
his Church in any Age, without the outward Word and Do» 
Arine, and without ſome outward Miniſtry ; which therefore 
notwithſtanding of ſome Corruptions that might be generally 
among them , and in the better and purer ſort of them, did not 
hinder, but that their Miniſtry did good, and fed many ; while 
they taught the Fundamentals and Effentials of Chriſtianity, to- 
gether with ſome Errors, though very hurtful, yet not Funda- 
mental, God might and did make the more pure part of the 
D6&rine they preached, an Antidote againſt the more impure 
and hurtful; like the Pottage that had ſome poiſonous Herb in 
it, and when it was told the Prophet Eliſha, There is death in the 
Pot, yet by the word of the Lord, they might and did eat with» 
out harm. Though there is great danger of falyation in the 
Church of Rome, yet few ſo uncharitable among Prote/lants, 
that will ſay, that falvation's impoſſible to any of them : Cal- 
vin that famous Reformer, was of another mind,and faid plainly, 
That God could ſave even in Babylon, But that's no argument, nor 
- encouragement to any to hold communion with her. 

But in the enquiry, Which Church we ought to join with, 
while thereare ſo many various cries, Lo here, and lo there ; we 
are to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Church that has the Eſſentials, and 
a Church that has not only them, but the Integrals ; and ſurely 
the Church that is the moſt compleat and intire, both for Eſlen- 
tials and Integrals in DoQtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment,neareſt approaching to the Scripture-Pattern, and the next 
Ages to the Apoſtles ; when it is confeſſed, there was the great- 
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eſt purity; that is the Church that ought to be preferr'd, and 
that (upon the beſt fearch and enquiry that I could make, with 
reading and meditation in the Holy Scriptures, Prayer and 
Conference, and obſervation of Things and Perſons) 1 found to 
be the Church of England; where I find not only the Doctrine to 
be ſound (as is contefled by the Diſſenters generally), but that 
the matter and manner of Worſhip is molt agreeable to Scripture, 
and where the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments and Ordinati- 
on to the Miniſtry is moſt agreeable to Scripture, and more than 
any where that I can find among all the ſeveral S:&s of them. 
I ſpeak not this to exaſperate any, I am put upon my defence 
and apology in the caſe; Not only many of the People called 
Quakers, but others cry out againſt me for joining with the 
Church of England, which I thank God I have done with great 
inward fatistaction, and peace of Conſcience; and I thiok I can 
give to any that are imPartial, and without prejudice; a reaſona- 
' bleacconnt of my ſo doing. lr is ſuggeſted againſt me, That I 
have received Ordination into the Church of England for a 
worldly Living ; like ſome that ſaid, Put me into the Prieſts Of- 
fice, that I may eat a piece of Bread : But I pray God forgive them 
for their uncharitableneſs. The ſearcher of hearts knows, that 
no worldly thing hath been my Motive or end in what I have 
done; but finding that God hath been graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs 
my poor endeavours with ſome ſucceſs, even to ſome here in 
England, as well as to others in America, to have been an inſtru- 
ment to bring them off from the vile Errors of Quakeriſm, I 
found my ſelf turther concerned ; and I hope can, and dare fay, 
moved and inclined by the bleſſed Spirit of God, to endeavour 
to bring them further onwards; that is to ſay, not only to be 
convinced, that Baptiſm and the Supper are the Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt,which many of them are well convinced of, but to ſubmit 
to them in practice ; and divers of them have deſired me to ad- 
miniſter Baptiſm unto them ; which Itold them I could not do 
without External Ordination z for that there ought to be an 
outward Order and Government in the Church of Chriſt, as 
well as the inward of the Spirit. D z The 
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_ The Faith and Hope which God had given me, that as he had 
bleſſed my Labours with ſome ſucceſs tor ſome years paſt , in 
exerciſing my Gift as a Catechiſt among ſome people, in redu- 
cing them from their groſſeſt Errors, that he would further bleſs 
my Endeavours, not only to them, but to others, in a-more ge- 
neral Service, together with the inward clearneſs and fatisfsi- 
on I found in, my Conſcience, and not any worldly reſpe&, was 
the Motive and Encouragement that enclin'd me to receive Or- 
dination in the Church of Exg/and, which I knew not where to 
find ſo regular any where elſe | | 

I thank God, I am not put ſo hard to it for Bread, but that I 
have ſufficient at- preſent, by Divine Providence , without that 
they call a Living, and1I ſeek and aim at no great things in the 
World. But it is great Ignorance and Prejudice in many that 
think, Whoever have a comfortable Living or Maintenance who 
Preach the Goſpel, muſt be Hirelings, and Mercenary, muſt ſell 
the Goſpel for Money, muſt be Covetous, and tranſgreſs Chriſt's 
Command, that ſaid, Freely ye have received, freely give ; it 
is one thing to have a Goſpel-maintenance, and another thing 
to Preach for it. Goſpe-Miniſters may and-do Preach the Goſpel 
freely, and yet have a Goſpel-maintenance, that is, the free Gift 
of- the People, given by them, for moſt part many Apes paſt, 
for that uſe, and alſo given and appointed by Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates. The greateſt Temporals can bear no proportion with 
the leaſt of Spirituals, ſo as that Spirituals neither can nor ought 
to be ſold. It is alſo great Ignorance in them that ſay, Paying 
and receiving. Tythes is a denying of Chriſt come in the Fleſh ; 
arguing, That it-was a part of the Ceremonial Law. But Firſt, 
That they have not proved, nor,.I think, can they prove. Se- 
condly, Suppoſe the manner of paying Tythes to the Lewvirical 
Prieſthood was Ceremonial, yetthat will not infer, that to pay 
a Teath, that is freely given by the firſt Owners-to ſupport a 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, is Ceremonial, feeing it is to a different end, 
and ina different manner; Things and AQtions are ſpecified from 
their ends. We may as well argue the Quakers coming up year» 


ly 
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ly to London in ſo great Numbers at the Feaſt of Pentecof, which 
they obſerve with fo great Solemnity above any other day that 
I know, is a denying of Chriſt come in the Fleſh ; for the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt was Ceremonial : If they fay, they keep it not to 
that end. and intent that the Jews kept its the like Anſwer will 
ſerve them that either give or receive Tythes ; They ncither 
give nor receive them to uphold a Levitical Prieſthood, but to 
ſupport a Goſpel-Miniſtry. And by the like Argument they uſe 
againſt Tythes, we may argue againſt them, That they are not 
to kill a Beaſt-to eat it, becauſe the Prieſts under the Law did 
kill the clean Beaſts for a Sacrifice, which partly they did alſo 
eat of, Here we ſee one and the ſame Action, having Ciſter- 
+ 1ng ends, may be, and is lawful, when done for one end, and 
unlawful when done for another. They do as igr.orantly ar- | 
gue, that Tythes are the Foundation of their Goſpel who take 
'Iythes ; becauſe ( fay they) takeaway the Tythes, and other 
Maintenances, and their Goſpel will ceaſe ; fo take away zl! 
Meat and Drink from the Quakers Miniſters, and their Mini- 
ſtry willas much ceaſe ; is therefore their Meat ard Drink the 
Foundation of their Miniſtry 2 The greateſt nſe and ſervice 
that either Tythes, or any other Maintenance given to the Mi- 
niſtry has, is no more, but what the dead and dry Sticks or 
Stakes put in the Ground, have to ſupport the Vines in Vine- 
yards, that they may be fruitful ; they receive no moiſture nor 
virtue from the Sticks, but from the Earth wherein they are - 
planted, ' 

Thus they have deceived many, and -expoſed them by falſe 
Perſuaſions and Arguments to divers Sufferings, which they 
have taught them to call Perſecution, for detaining the Tythes 
which are not their own, and which they have no right-to 
detain. All is not Perſecution which is called Perſecution ; That 
Liberty is granted to tender Conſciences, that hold the Efſen- 
tials of- Chriſtianity, and are of a peaceable Converſation and 
Spirit, I well approve of : Perſecution generally hardens Peo-» 
ple in their: Errors, rather than that it reforms them. Bur a ' 
boundleſs 
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boundleſs Liberty, without any reſtraint, to Ranters, and open 
Blaſphemers againſt God and Chriſt, and groſs Lyars, and 
falſe Prophets, who with their Lyes and falite Prophecies hurt 
people in their outward Eſtates, is of a dangerous Conſequence, 
In Deut. 13. the Leſſon of this day now read, Falſe Prophets, 
that taught the people-to go aſter other Gods, and to ſerve them, 
were to be put to death ; that is, ſuch as ſhould ariſe among 
themſelves. But this did not concern the Hcathens : And as 
concerning Chriſtians, if any ſhall ariſe among them that ſhall 
1 teach open Blaſphemy againſt God and Chriſt, 
Dr. Caudry, a Pres- as the Ranters did, ſhould they be tolerated ? 
1/5 rg An Eminent Diſſenter hath * made this Obſer- 
deper.dency @ Schiſm, Vation on the vaſt Toleration that was given + 
in the Time of the Commonwealth-Govern- 
ment, © That the Seven years Toleraiion then given, had done 
'* more hurt to Religion, than all that could be called Perſecu- 

* tion for Seventy vears before that. 

I acknowledge Perſecution, properly and truly underſtood, 
(that is, when any ſuffer for Truth and Righteouſneſs) is a 
great Sin ; but every degree of Perſecution, ated by a Fatious 
and prevailing Party in a Church, doth not unchurch them 
until it comes to a great heighth ( nor did unchurch the 
Church of Rowe, ſimply for that) as is clear from Marr. 
2I. 33, tO 43. The husbandmen that ſtoned ſome and killed others 
of their Lord's ſervants, were not caſt out of the Vineyard until 
they had killed the heir himſelf. The People of Jeruſalem did in 
the foregoing Ages evil intreat the Lord's Prophets, and kill 
them, as Chriſt charged them, ſaying, O Jeruſalem, that killeſt 
the Prophets, Matth. 23. 37. Yet God did not caſt them off 
from being his Church ; tor he beareth long with a People be- 
fore he utterly caſt them off. 

All the other Difſenters ( the Presbyterians excepted) have 
no Ordination to the Miniſtry by any Authority, either of Bi- 
ſhops or Presbyters, but reje& all pretence to both, [ which I 


judge to be an Error in them] the Presbyterzans here in Hog: 
. and, 
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land commonly derive their Ocdination by or through the Line 
of Proteſtant Biſhops, whom they look upon to have been of 
GoJ's raiſing up, to reform from Popery ; and if their Ordi- 
nation was valid to them, it 1s (till valid to others, and to me. 
And as for the Line of Succeſſion ſince the Apoſtles days, we 
need not to be anxious about it, ſo as to conclude either that 
the Church or Miniſtry hath ceaſed, becauſe the Line is nor 
fo viſibly and clearly to be ſeen either in the Church of Rome, 
or Exgland, in continual ſucceſſion of Men that were found 
in the Faith, in all the Eſſentials of it, during the dark Night 
of Error that hath obſcured ir. 

What if God ſhould be pleaſed at this preſent time fo to il- 
luminate ſome Popiſh Biſhops in 7raly, Spain, France, Germas 
#y, &c, and inſpire them with a holy Zeal to renounce Po» 
pery, and ſet up for a Reformation, would not all the Diſſen- 
ters rejoice with us, and be ready to ſay, Ler them go on and 
proſper? ſhould they need any new Ordination to exerciſe 
their Epiſcopal Funftion 2 When God Almighty debaſed 
Nebuchadnezzar for his Pride, and took from him the Heart 
of a Man, and gave him the Heart of a Beaſt, until ſeven times 
paſſed over him ; and after that took from him the Heart of 
a Beaſt, and gave him the Heert of a Man, and cauſed his 
Uaderſtanding to return to him : Did he need a new Corona» 
tion? or might he not exerciſe his Regal Authority, as he did 
before, without any new Coronation or Inauguration > Was 
the Miniſtry of Popith Biſhops and Teachers like poiſonous 
Waters? and were the Waters cured of the poiſonous quality, 
and made. healthtul here in England 2 muſt we now refuſe to 
drink them, aftcr they are become healthful, becauſe they were 
loathſome before2 The Church was to be reform?®d, and not 
new founded ; the ancient Foundations preſerved, and only the 
Rubbiſh ſeparated, and caſt away, which was done at the Re- 
formation, by the firſt Reformers here in Eng/and, who were 
ſome of them Biſhops, and others of them generally fach as own- 
ed Epiſcopal Government as an Appointment of Chriſt in the 
Church. * # 7" 25 
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Having @ good Conſcience; that whereas they pe. eval 
of you, as of evil doers, they may be ant that 
falſly acenſe your good Converſation in Chrift. 


HE Hft Lord's Day I made the former Verſe of this Chapter 
the Subjeft of what I then faid: in this- Placez which I-thalt 
nor repear:. only let me put:you in mind, thar | told you who. 
were 'then That it was the Duty:of every one who-pro- 

feſſeth himfelf to be a.Chriſtian, to-be ready to give to every Man that- 
Lives? by s Iris of argere for the whole, is cotpreiondat had: 
peTF by 2 part , is commprehiended and: 
oo Bens whel Faith and Refigion, and all onr as A&ti-- 
ons and Performances ; 'for all which, as we ought tobe able to give- 
a Reaſon or Ground why we fo & bogs, 6 opt we fd. 
profeſs, to our own Hearts and Conſtiences., fo we gnght alſo ro be: 
oC to give the like Reafon or Ground di the-fame to others. 
that askit of us, ( which yer ſuffers fome Limitation. thar I ſhall not. 
now'repeat) to the end; thar by the they may be; convinced-to- 
embrace the. fame way with us, as God is- pleaſed ro make us inſtru-- 
menral, by the Operation of his Holy Spirit, 'to produce that effeR,. 
oe xt hu fo pur wo flere thei Camonrk urs. againſt us. 
5" Yar the chief thing is, with good eaſon, robe perſuaded in.our own: 
Conſtiences; that whar we fo believe, hope, or aQ; is true.and-righit,. 
is approyed in the fgiit of God, and in that we ſhall' have Peace. 

In the ing of the Words of this 16th Verſ: \patpos to anſwet - 
thefe three z.T. What Conſcience is. 11. What a good. Con-- 
j is, and. how a good. Conſcience. is- diſtinguiſhed from an evil 

ence. III. Whar the Rule of a good Conſcience is, according: 
to which it to be direfted and guided. | 

To the fit, I anſwer , Conſcience is that Power or Faculty of our- 
reaſonable Sout or Mind, that can and doth refie&t on our Thoughts, , 
Words, and Dends, both preſent and. paſt; ſo as to judge and -deter-- 
mine concerning them, er they be really or-apparently right-o». 
wrong, good or eyil, juſtifiable. or > AI e, Rom. 2. by | 

| #'% 
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the Conſcience of the Heathen, or Gentiles, is ſaid to bear witneſs, 
and -rhei Thought The mean while 10 accuſe or exeuſe onrandther. 
-—Forhe fecond; IT anſwer; There are ſeveral things altogether necel- 
fary to denominate a.Man's Conroe go be good. 

1. It muſt be an eallightned Conſcieace, «with 'a good meaſure of 
true Knowledge, whereby to know what is right and good, or wrong 
and-evil.-, An: ignorant Conſcience cannot be good. tn oh on 

2. The Obedience of the Heart and Will of Man to what he is. con- 
vinc'd of his Duty either to be believ'd. or praQtis'd, is neceſſary to de- 
nominate the Conſcience to be a good Conſcience: for though true 
ConviQtion and Knowledge are neceſſary, yet that alone, without Obe- 
dience, is not ſufficient to denominate the Conſcience to be good; even 
though the Knowledge and Convittion come from the Spirit of God, 
there muſt be a Conſent and Harmony betwixt-the Underſtanding and 
the Will to conſtitute and denominate the Conſcience to be oor. 

2. The Conſcience that is purged and juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt, 
even the Blood of his Croſs, that was outwardly through 'Fanh 
in that Blood,. Rom. 3. 25. and where the Heart: and. Conſcience, and 
whole Soul and Body, is ſanftified by the Spirit of God, and the in- 
ward work of Regeneration is known by the Spirit of God, the Con- 
ſcience only of ſuch a Man is a good Conſcience; I ſay, that the Con- 


ſcience muſt be. purged by the Blood of Chriſt, that ,it may. be good. 
See Heb. 9.13, 14. For if the blood of Bulls, and of Goats, and the aſhes 
of an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſanfifieth to the parifying the 


fleſh; how much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, wha through the eternal 
Spirit offered himſclf without Spot to God, purge your Conſcience from 
dead works, to ow the Irving God. . And the Faith which is in the 
Blood of Chriſt, Rom. 3. 25. is wrought in us, and generally in all who 
have _it, by means of the written Word ,, that is to lay, by the DoQttine 
of Chriſt crucified, and the ſpiritual -Bleſfings: we have by him, as it is 
preached to us; for, as the Scripture faith, Faith comes by Hearing; 
and Hearing by the Word, and that Word 5 the outward Word, as it 3s 
in the mceuth of the Preachers, as it followeth in Rom. 10. 14. And 
how fhall they bear without a Preacher, and how ſhall they preach un- 
Teſs they be fent ? Hence the Word, even the doQtrinal Word, is called 
the TKcorruftible Seed, of which trae Believers are regenerated and born 
again, according to 1 Pet. 1. 22. And Chriſt, in the Parable, compar'd 
his Preaching ro the People 10 the Husbandman that ſoweth bis ſeed in 
the ſcoeral ſorts of ground, Matth. 12. 3. 
* Among the _ There atc a great * many, who think they have a good 
Quakers, Conſcience, bur they haye. no need of 1hzs Blood of Chriſt, 
' nor 
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por:of Faith in/ir 5 they mill have tbe ObjeT of their Faith only within 
them s, they find *no.netd5of having therConſcience ſprinkled by the 
Blood-of Chrift withouzahem:; | nay, they:argue againſt it, as an im- 

fſible Notion, not confidering that this Sprinkling' is ſpiritually by 
- Faith, and not by any material Application. Alſo they have a wrong 
Notion of Eaith; | they think they have no need of the written Word, 
or any outward Means or —_ to have this Faith wrought in them : 
#he Spirit or Light within, alone, doth all ;, the Light within them 5s 
Sufficient to Salvation, without thing es the Light within them 
# whole Chrift, God and Man, Heſh, and Spirit, and Bone. They 
need no Chrift without them, nor no written. Word wichout them ; 
they can Preach, Pray, Believe, without Book, without all outward 
Helps; they need no Crutches, as ſome argue againſt. Forms of Prayer, 
and them Crutches to lame Perfons, which whole and found Men 
need not. . So others make no more of the wrizzen Word, the whole. 
Dottrine of the Goſpel, as outwardly delivered us in the Holy Sciip- 
tures, but as Crutches which they have no need of at all. 

They will not allow of any written Word at all, or any outward, 
Word ; they ask where we find a written Word in Scripture ? I tell 
them, I find it in Fobr 15. 25. where Chriſt calleth a ſhort Sentence 
that he quoted out of a Pſalm of David, 3 Aiy& 5 pryeruutr@, i. e. 
that written Word. They fay, they call the Scripture what it calleth 
it ſelf, to wit, a Treatiſe ; for which they quote AZs 1. 1. the for- 
mer Ereatiſe;, but had they underftood or conſulted” the Greek, they 
would have found it, 7%y #g67e abyw, i. e. the former Word, whereby 
he underitands the whole Book of the Goſpel according to St. Licke. 

Now as to the diſtintion betwixt a good and evil Conſcience, of. 
which alſo the Scripture ſpeaks. 1. An evil Conſcience is an igno- 
rant Conſtience- - 2.. Ulnfaithfulneſs, and Diſobedince ro what a Man 
is convinced of, renders the Conſcience to be evil. 3. Unbelief, and 
want of Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, makes the Conſcience evil.. 
4- Not to follow the diQtates of Conſcience, even when it errs, is an. 
evidence of an evil Conſcience. Here that Axiom takes place, Con- 
ſeientia errans. ligat ſed non obligat, an erring Conſcience ties but doth: 
ar hay obey ors pinch and ſtrait: He that follows not an. 
erring Conlcience finneth, uſe he aQs not in Faith, and what z5 not 
4 faith is /in.;, and when he followeth his erring Conſcience he 
This is no new DoQtrine, however poſſibly it may ſo ſeem. to, 
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brings 2 comnterfeit Meſſage from the King, fealed with a counterfeit 
Seal, and he thinks it to be'real, this Su ſhews bis dif- 
reſpe& aud diſloyalty to his Prince, if herefuſe to obey it, the 
cation is eafie. If any obje&, that as Contradiftories cannot be 
true or both falſe, but the one true and the other falſe ; fo, if to fol- 
low an erring Conſcience be a fin, not to follow it is no fin, being Con- 
tradictory:; Bur I anſwer, they are not ContradiQtory, for they are 
both affirmative Propofitions : He that fo/lawerh an erring Conſerence 
finneth, this is affirmative ; He that ere not an erring I 
ence ſinneth, this is alſo affirmative. But the way to get out of this 
piach, is to get a well-informed Conſcience, and to. get rid of thoſe 

ours of Conſcience, which "eg of Education by evil Teachers 
has led them into , read the Holy Scriptures, ſearch, meditate, pray 
(God to give -_ a good Und ing, and let you ſee your Errours, 
conter with fach whom you have good cauſe to elteem both more ho- 
ly and more wiſe and und ing than your ſelves. - 

To the third and laſt, what the Rule of Conſcience is, according to 
which it muſt bedizefted and guided, that £ it may be denominated a 

I anfiver * We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt.an inadequate or incomplete 
Rule of Conſcience, and that which is adequate and complete. The 
Law writ in the Heart of every Man, is an incomplete Ruls- to a 
Man's Conſcience, oblig ing every Chriftian to obey it, fo that whoſo- 


ever tranfgrelleth agaift it, is guilty of hainous ſing and this Law 
extendeth [in ſome degree-to molt of al, yea ir ſome fort to all the 
ten Precepts of the Moral Law ; but our higheſt Obedience to that 
Law and Rule, cannot denominate the Conſcience good, or give true 
eace of Conſcience, or heal the - wound of it_that fin hath given-; 
or all bave farmed and faln ſhort of the Glory of God ; and whatſoever 
the Law farh, it ſaith to them who are kinder the Law/-"that (every 
#noidth may be Rlopped, and the wehvle world become aj” he Go# 
The beſt of our Obedience cannot make atonement for our'fins; nay; 
not for one fin, not the leaſt fin ; ir is only the Lemb of God, ws he 
mas lain for us, that takes away our fins, as we havefanh in him, þ;s. 
Blood tleanferh us from all ſir, andthe Merit andValve of ithath pro! 
Cured to ie Gift of the Holy Spirit, to- lag us; and therefor: 
we owe both our Juftification and Sanfifieation'ts*the'Lanth of God; 
and to his moſt precious Blood ; tor our Juſtification Were C 
from the guilrof fin, and'by ours cation from the filth of it. = 
| And though Faith and Ance are O_o 46d quz- 
Lifcations td vttr obtaining Remiffion of fit; Jullifertion -an —_ 
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Salvatics yet they are not in any wiſe the meritorious Cault thereof; 
alone, by what he hath done and ſuffered for us. Holinzſs, 
and our Obedience to God's Laws and Precepts, both as writ without 
in the Holy Scriptures, and as writ within in our Hearts, is indiſp2nſt- 
bly neceſſary ro our eternal Salvation; bur we muft not reft nor rely 
upon it, even when it is wrought in us by the help of the Holy Spirirz 
ir muſt not be the toundation or ground of our Faith, and hope for re- 
miffion of Sins, and eternal Salvation, either in whole or in part; but 
our reliance muft be alone on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, beth God and 
Man, as he died for us, &c. and on the Mercy of God through him, 
apprehended by Faith. 
aw the knowledge of this in God's ordinary way is given to us, 
2nd all who have ir, by the inward Illumination and Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, in the uſe of the written Word, as it is preached and heard 
by us, or read and medicated upon, We feeling the coorking of the Sp1- 
Tit of Chrift, to morttfie the works of the fleſh, and the earthly members, 
end to draws up our mind to bigh an4 heavenly things, as the 19th Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England plainly exprefieth. 

The complete and o_—_ Rule therefore of our Faith and Practice 
is the whole revealed Will of God, as it is declared unto us in the 
Holy Scriptures; the Laws and Precepts whereof are of a far greater 
excent than thoſe writ in every Man's heart, without all Scripture- 
Revelation, or antecedent to it: as David ſaid, 1 have ſeen an enl of 
ell perfettiex, but thy Commandment 3s exceeding broad ; that is, the 
whole complex or body of rhe Divine Laws given us by God and Chrift, 
as they are contained in rhe Holy Scriptures, for Doctrine, for Corre- 
Qian, for InſtruQion, &c. * 

[r is therefore a great and dangerous Errour in them who hold (as 
many do in theſe Nations) that the Light within, and what it diftates 
in every Man, is the full and entire, complete and perte&t Rule of all 
Faith and PraQice; and nothing is abſolurely needtul ro our Szlvation, 
but what that Light within reachzrk us and all Mankind, or will teaci 
us if we hearken to it, and obey ir, witkour all Scripture, and all out- 
ward means of Inftruction , and yet the utmoſt exrent that this Light 
within goerh to teach Men withour Scripture, and without th2 ſpecial? 
Hlumination and Operation of the Spirit accompanying the Scripture's 
Teſtimony, is no more than the Righteouſneſs of th2 Moral Law, and 
Terms of the firſt Covenant, Ds end Live : which Covenant we have 
all tranſgreſſed, and therefare cannot be ſaved by the Terms of it. But 
God in his great Mercy has given us a better Covenant, the Covenant of 
Grace and Peace, in and — Knowledge and Faith of Jeſus 
Chziſt, as he is the Word made Fleſh, or =" incarnate, —_ 

wWhi 
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which 'are gentle and 'eafie; and full of Conſolation, God: thereby de- 
claring that he will pardon the Sins of all that fincerely repent, and 
truly believe the Goſpel of Chriſt, and fincerely refolve and endeavour 
'to keep his Commands, and give to them eternal Life ; the which 
Terms God has graciouſly promiſed to help every one of us to per- 
form, by the Offer and Gift of his Holy Spirit, as-it accompanies the 
preaching of the Goſpel. | is 

Burt theſe new Terms of the Covenant of Grace, the Light, as it is 
an univerſal Principle in all Men, by whatſoever Name they will call 
it, or whatſoever Worth they will aſcribe to it, both Scripture and com- 
mon Experience doth tell us, doth not teach them. He fheweth bis 
IVord unto Jacob, bis Statutes and bis Fudgments unto Iſrael. He bath 
not dealt ſo with axy Nation; and as for bis ZFudgments, they bave not 
known them, Pal. 147. 19, 20. 

The Jews had this Advantage over the Heathen World; that #rto 
them were committed the Oracles of God, Rom. 3. 2. the exceeding greas 
end precious Promiſes, 2 Pet. 1. 4. which the Heathen World, to whom 
the Goſpel was not preach'd, had not : and we have thar Ady 
now that the Jews then had. But the Gentiles being without the 
Goſpel, are ſaid to be without God and Chriſt in the World, E 
2.12. 7.6. Without an Intereſt in God and Chriſt, and without 
Aliens and Strangers to the Commonwealth of I/rae/: The hi 
Atts of Obedience to any Light within us, without the Goſpel, and 
without Faith in Chriſt crucified and rais'd again, do not denominate 
'us+the Children of God, nor prove us to have any juſt Title'or Claim 
to the eternal Inheritance; for whoſoever are the Children of God, they 
are ſo by Faith in Feſus Chrift, as the Scripture expreſly declareth, Gu. 
3 26. And the Goſpel requireth, that'to obtain Salvation, we muſt 
confeſs with our Mouths, and believe with our Hearts, that God hath 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead, Rom. 10. 8, 9. even him who died for our 
' Sins, who was delivered for our Offences, and roſe again for our Juſti- 
. fication. But the Light within, as it is an univerſal Principle, teacheth 
not Men theſe things, theſe great Myſteries of our Salvation, theſe 4 
Oracles, theſe great and precious Promiſes, nor theſe great Fundamen 


. of the Chriſtian Religion, ſuch as the DotQtrine of the Holy Trinity, the 
Incarnation of the Word, the perfett Aronement and Satisfattion- that 
Chriſt hath made to the diyine Juſtice and Law for our Sins by his blao- 
dy Pafhon and Death, his Aſcenſion, and Exaltation, and Mediation for 
- us at the right hand of God in the glorified Nature of Man, conſiſting 
of a glorified Soul and Body, and that-he -is to be the Judge of the 


ick and the Dead. Alſo there are divers poſitive Laws and-Precepts 
of the Goſpel, that the Light within, as it is an univerſal —_ 
| | teachet 
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teacherh us nothing of: .The Knowledge and Faith of all theſe things 
are given us by the written Word _ ed and read outwardly, and by 
the ſpecial Illumination of the Holy Spirit inwardly working in us a 
firm Perſuafion and Faith of them, giving us 2 ſavoury underſtanding 
and reliſh of them, and great Joy and Conſolation through hope by 
the Knowledge and Faith of them. 

It proceeds from great Ignorance and Errour in many, that they will 
not allow any real diſtin&tion betwixt the common I/lumination given to 
all Mankind, and the ſpecial I/lumination given to Believers in the cru- 
cified Jeſus : Some will allow a diſtinQtion in degree, but not in &ind 
or ſpecie; but, I ſay, they differ in &ird or ſpecie, (though both come 
from one and the ſame Fountain, the Father.of Lights, from whom 
all good Gifts flow, both natural, and ſpiritual, and ſupernatural ) 
becauſe they diſcover differing ObjeQts, z. e. differing Truths, by wav 
of Obje&t, that differ from theſe few Truths diſcovered by the com- 
mon Illumination, ſpecifically or- in kind ; for whatever. Truth or 
Truths the common Illumination diſcovers to Heathens of the Being, 
and Power, and Providence of God, as Creator, and the Duty of Mar 
kind to him as-ſach, the holy Scriptures witkour, and the ſpecial 1!ly- 
mination of the holy Spirit within, diſcovers -far other and -greater 
Myſteries of Truth, in the ineſtimable Love of God by the Redempti- 
on. of the World through Jcſus Chrift, and the Duty that we owe to 
God and Chriſt thereby, in the Belief of his Word and Promiſes, the 
Obedience to his Commands, and eſpecially all and every of them gi- 
ven under the New Teſtament, as that of Baptiſm and the Suppes, 
Obedience and SubjeQion to. Chriſt's Government and Diſcipline he 
has eſtabliſhed in his Church, and to all whom he has ſet up to have 
the Rule over us, in his Houſe and Church. Y 
But whereas they plead for the Sufficiency of the Light with:z, and 
its Ditfates, without the means of Scripture, and all outward teaching; 
to qualifie Men to be Chriſtians and Saints, and Heirs of eternal Salya- 
tion, from Ferem. 31. 33.- where God promiſed to put his Law in the 
inward parts, making the Law writ or put in the heart, Zerem. 31:32. 
to be the ſame, and of the ſame extent, and the ſame manner of hearr, 
and manner of writing, with that in Rom. 2. 15. This is a miſerable 
Miſtake, and a very groſs and miſchievous Errour- ' That in Zerem.»37. 
33. reſpeQts the People and Church of, God-z but that in Rom. 2. 15. 
ref] the Heathen World. | LOH 

he Law writ in the hearts of 'the Heathen World, teaching the 
moral Duties of Temperance, Juſtice, and general Piety towards God 
as Creator, is, I grant, without the _ or help of Scxiprure, and 
2 ante- 
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antecedent: to itz but ſo is not the Law or Laws of God writ in the 
hearts of Believers, whether Jews or Gentiles, who believe in the cru- 
cifed Jeſus, peculiar to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as Obedience to 
the Fairh of the Goſpel, and to the politive Ordinances and Inftitutions 
ot Chrift, of Bapriſm and the Supper, andothers aforeſaid ; theſe Laws. 
are not writ in our hearts without Scripture, nor antecedent to Scrip- 
zure, but poſterior to Scripture, and by means of - Scripture. Theſe 

ofitive and peculiar Laws of the Goſpel, writ in the hearts of true Be- 
hoters and deeply printed and engraven in them, are no other than 
the Copy or Tranſcript of the Laws outwardly writ or printed in the 
holy Scriptures, which come to be tranſcribed into. our hearts by what 
we daily and frequently hear preached to us, and read out of the holy 
Scriptures ; and what we read our ſelves out of them, the Spirit of 
God working with our Ioduſtry and Labour, in our hearing, and read- 
Mg, and well pondering and meditating what we hear or read, cauſing 
it ro take deep and living Impreſhon on our hearts, and making our 
hearts that were ſtony betore, now to be ſoft and tender to receive thar 
Umpreſon, and yet fo ſolid, fum, and tenacious. as to retain it, being 
42S a Nail tixt in a nm place by the Maſters.of Aſſemblies, given by one 
Shepherd, Eccl/e/. 12. 11. Burt ſo is nor the heart of Unbelievers or 
Heathen Gentiles. whole heart is a heart of ftone; bue the heart of 
every fincere Believer is a heart of fleſh, according to Ezek, 11. 19. 
and 36. 26, 27. compared with 2 Cor. 3. 3. But, fay ſome, cannot the 
Spirit reach us withour Book, even without the Scripture > Thus ſome 
argue for the ſufficiency of the Light within, withour any thing elſe. 
t anſwer ; and fo can an able Schoolmaſter teach. his Scholars without. 
Book, -but they cannot well learn without Book. As the Maſter con- 
deſcendeth to the weak capacity of his Scholars to teach them by 
Books, ſo doth the Spirit condeſcend to our weak capacity, to teach us. 
by the written Word. 

Now as concerning, the peculiar poſitive Laws of the Gofpel. under: 
the New Teftamenr, and the Goſpel Precepts, ſome of them are great- 
er, and fome leſfer, bur all highly valuable-and profitable. The greater. 
zxe ſuch, that Obedience to. them is of abſolute and. indifpenfible ne- 
ceility to our Salvation; as, to believe in Chrift, and to love Chrift 
and to.rejoyce, in Chriſt, whom yet we have. neither outwardly hear 
nor feen, according to 1 Per. x. 8. and Fohn 20. 29. Bleſfed are they. 
that bave not ſeen, and yet have belicved. The leller are fuch that 
are not of that abſolute and indiſpenſtble neceffity to Salvation in 
fome caſes, thought Rill generally neceſſary to Salvation; as, Water- 
Baptifia and the Lord's. Supper. - Is would be too. uucharitabte in vs, 
io 
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to conchite that all who dic without fall ſhort ef Salvation. 
Chriſt faid, He that belicverh, and 3s baptized, ſhalt be ſtve$: but he 
fait not, he that is not baptized ſhall be damned, but, he that beHey- 
eth not ſhall be damned. Our moſt merciful and gracious Lord knew 
well, that by ſome unavoidable Providences ſome could neither receive 
Baptifm nor the __ how much ſever they deſired ir, being pre- 
vented by Death, before they could have them adminiftred to them : 
in which cafe all good Cafſuilts and Divines fay Votum Baptiſmi, i. e. 
The Defire of Baptiſm, and the Willingneſs of the Mind to ubjeft ro 
it as the Ordinance of Chriſt, is equivalent to Baptiſm it ſelf: And 
the like may be faid of the Lord's Supper. | 
But what ſhalt we ſay or think of many in our day and time, who 
may have it, and yet through woful Ignorance and Errour, being delu- 
Jed by falſe Teachers, and prejudice of Education, or otherwiſe dark- 
ned and blinded in their Minds, refuſe and rejett it ; nor only break 
theſe two precious Commands of Chriſt, but reach Men ſo to do: Ant 
many have lived and died in this oppoſition to theſe Preceprs of Chriſt, 
without any fign of " ronkcebrancy taught by their falſe Teachers 
to believe that they are no Commands of Chriſt. I own, ro my Gricf 
and Shame, that 1 have been fo deceived by them; and I thank mv 
gracious God that has fpared and prolonged my naturat Life until he- 
was pleaſed to farther enlighten me, and Five me to ke my great Er- 
rour, and renounce it, as I have done, and now to pan tp which: 
E formerly rejefted. But to anſwer dire&tly co the Queſtion, what 
other or better Anſwer can I give than the words of our Saviour him- 
{elf Mar. 5. 19. Whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commandments 
and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſha!l be called the leaſt in the Kingdom 0 
Heaven. Some underftand ir fo, that he ſhall have no place in the 
Kingdom of Heaven; which is true, it he live and die in wiltul Igno- 
rance and Diſobedience: but I will not be fo uncharitable, as to think 
fo, of many who- have in ſome meaſure in Faithfulneſs held the Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, and have fincerely endeavoured ro obey ſuch of 
the greater Commands of Chrift, thar they are periſhed.; bur, on the 
contrary, I have the charity to them, and fo I hope and defire. that ye 
may have the fame, that God has in mercy received them, and has not 
excluded them from. the Kingdom of Heaven, notwithſtanding they 
have lived and died not only in the difuſe of ſome of Chriſt's Com-- 
mands, ſuch. as Baptiſm and. the Supper, but have even continued. in. 
the oppofirion of them to the laft moment, not through any” wilful TY 
norance, but by deing impoſed pon by the high Pretences of their fal 
Leachers, whom. they cunt to be. Prophets: Yet I think, —_ 


I 
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breach. ob charity, I:may fay,. that, for their Ign - and 1 nt. 
gppolition rag k or any of the leaſt ot Chriſt's Conmants, they 
ſhall have a lefler degree of Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven than 0- 
therwiſe they ſhould have had. ; | 

' I have now done with what I had to fay.in anſwer to theſe weighty, 
Queſtions : I ſhall only obſerve :ene Particular from the words of the 
Text, which. is this. _  .. ; 2 | K-47 . 

'Fhar:it.hath oft been, and: is the Lot of good Men, having a good. 
Conſcience, to be wrongfully judged; miſrepreſented, and falily accu-- 
ſed, both Scripture racy 70S. abounds with > gy to prove this ; 
as in the caſe of Foſeph, Moſes, David, and Danrel, and many of the 
Prophets; and in the caſe of 7obz Baptiſt, and our Saviour z Zobr: 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they ſaid he had:a Devil, Chriſt 
came eating and drinking with Publicans 4nd Sinners, and they called 
him gluttonows, and a Wine-bibber : to which my Caſe ſomewhat re- 
ſembles. Theſe four Years paſt, my Adverſarics among the Quakers re- 
proached me, that I was of no Communion, neither Lxeker-nor Presby- 
terian, nor Independent nor Baptiſt, nor of the Church of Eng/and., and un; 
leſs I would declare my ſelf$o be of ſome-particular Communion, the 
would not diſpute with me, nor. regard me, to anſwer me; though 
told them I was a Chriſtian, and a Member of the Catholick Church 
of Chriſt, and have great charity for all the fincere that hold the Head 
in all the ſeveral Communions of Proteſtants: but this would not fa- 
tisfic, but they would inſult, and ſought to trample me. under their 
teet, but God ſupported me. ' | ; , © | 

But now again, when with a good Conſcience, being farther (1 bleſs 

God ) enlightned, and my Scruples I had being fairly removed, after 
diligent Examination and mature Deliberation I have declared my ſelf 
ro be for the Church of England, aud have joyn'd in Communion with 
her, they do as much reproach and revile me, and falſly accuſe me, 
as formerly ; and ſo would they have done if I had joyned with any 
of the Diſſenters: but, I bleſs. God, I have a good Conſcience, and 
my care hath been, is, and I hape ever ſhall be, to have. Peace with 
God, and my own Conſcience ; ,and, therefore I. need ngt be mach. con: 
cerned what my.Adverſarics, or any other, iguorant, perſons, ſhall. ſay 
of me. I am comforted with the. words of our Bleſigd, Lord, to his 
Diſciples, Marzh., 5. 11. Blefjed are ye when men ſhall revile you, an 
perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil agqinſt you faiſly for my 
Jake. This (I thank God ) is my, caſe: I e my Advertaries io 
prove any thing againſt me of-evil Converſation, .I have with Zeal and 
Reſolution, which God hath been plgas'd to.gire. me, and who - 
greatly 
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preatly &d and firengrhened mie, -oppoſetl and teſtified! againft 
their: vite Errours'; find this is all the'cauſe'ot their Harred! againtime; 
and that God has been pleaſed to blef&/ and proſper my'mean' Labours 
with ſome Succeſs ; ſo that - both in' America-many, and here in E24 
{and, both in. City and Country, divers have come from 'Quakeriſm and 
gone over to the Church of Eng/and 'with' me; yea, divers have pre- 
vented -me-and gone'before me ; and divers here, I hope, will $0 along 
with me. I alſo remember what Chriſt faid; ob, 16. 2. e time 
zometh, that whoſ-ever killeth you, will-tbink that be doth God Service. 
Perſecutors' commonly follow an -erring Conſciencez few Perſecutors; 
and be ſare they are of the worſt ſort that knowingly and wiltully per- 
ſecure the Servants of God. 
Having thus far proceeded, according to the DoQtrine I mentioned at 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe, on the foregoing Verſe, 1 Per. 2. 15. 
I think ic my Daty, and a weighty Concern lyeth upon me, to give to: 
this Auditory the Reaſon of the Hope that is in me, of my Faith-and 
Perfuafion 'in this very particular, Why 1 have joined in Communion. 
with the Church of Erg/and, although I retain Charity'to-alt che ho- 
neſt-hearted of other Communions, hoping that in God's dne time, the 
more Sincere will follow my Example ; and that God will make all 
the Sincere, to be not only of one Faith, (as many at preſent are ) but 
of one Way: and PraQtice, and Uniformity, Worſhip, and Church Diſci-. 
ine,- fo as with - one mouth, and one heart and mind, . to glorifie 
Ronm.'15. 16. This will be.a Joytul Day,' which 1 hope: 
_ here, and elſewhere, pray for. Why then will ye not help ir for-- 
ward by your good Examples, laying afide all weak and inſufficient 
Scruples, which upon due Examination, will be found without juſt 
ground ? And why find ye fault with thoſe that begin to give you 
good Example? Though this Change of mine is nor ſo great as ſome- 
imagine, I was never ſo uncharicable as I find fome are z though I grant, 
I have been too uncharitable, which I have retrafted : Ihave been for 
2 confiderable time very charitable to-all ſober and religious Proteftants. 
of all forts, and have oft in ſecret; bewaiV'd their Oppoſition one to a- 
nother, perceiving that in great'part it came more from Prejudice of: 
Judgmenr and Education than any 'juft Caule. : 1 date not my Conver-. 
fion to-Chriftianiry:from this Change, nay, nor from- my firſt turning 
' to the Quakers.. My gracious God began early to deal with me, ard: 
turn'd my Heart towards him. +I was well inſtituted in the Fundameit 
. tals of Chriſtianity, by the good Educationl had, -( for which 1 praiſe 
God, ) before T knew the Quakers , ..and though in too many_rhings L 
was milled by them, being deceived by theis high pretences-ro.Pertecti-. 
ww | | | Qn,, 
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vn, and divine Enjaytaents, by which they have decoived many as well 
as ene, er mand» ond Fark of ths Fundamentals of Chriſkia- 
nity, and did conſtantly profefs the ſame, which I can ſufficiently prove 
both by my printed Books from time to time, and divers M its; 
and from my Childhood to this day, God has in mercy preſerved me 
from all ſcandalous Converſation and PraQice ; whereof fame of good 
Credit are ready to give a Teftimony, who have known ame for koue- 
ty ſix Years pal, and my manner of Converſation, _ | 

I am the more concerned to give the reaſan of my ſaid Change, chiefly 
for the ſake of forme of my good Friends here preſent, who though by 
the Bleſſing of God have been by me, as an inſtrument, brought 
from the Quakers Errours, that were oppoſite to the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, yet have ſome remaining Scruples that at preſent hinder 
them from ſo cordial a joining with the Church of England, and freer 
to be concerned with my: joining with her, which I hope God in due 
time will remove; and © far as is poſſible tor me, I will endeavour, 
as his inſtrument, to be affiſting to them; as alſo for the more cone 
firming of ſuch who are cordially ready to join with me: And: in the 
NEXT = uy to filence the unjuſt Clamours, and falſe Accuſations of my 
profeſſed Adverſaries, and others i tly prejudiced againit me, [ 
am deſirous to let them know that I have good reaſon far what I have 
done, and have aQted as a rational Chriftian Man in my ſo doing. - - 

A chief Reaſon therefore which I offer is this: Suppoſe thege were 
2 parity or equality in all other reſpeQts betwixt the-Dillenters and the 
Church of Englazd, I mean the more found and orthodox among them; 
4S in Doftrine and Worſhip, Sacraments and Church-Goveryment, Difſ- 
cipline and Conftitution of Members; yet this with me doth caſt the 
Balance, and I think ought to caſt the Balance with - rational conlide- 
rate per{on,that on that ſuppoſition, the minority or leſſer number ſhould 
yield to the majority or greater number, and the Lounger (hould yield 
to the elder, and the Daughters to the Mother. For, certain it is, . that 
the Church of Erglazd, as ſhe was in King Edward VI. and Queen Eli 
zebeth's time, and in Queen _ time, was the Morber Protefians 
Church. The Difſenters Forefathers had their Chriſtianicy, Baptiſm, 
and Chiiſtian Education .and Proftettion in her Communion, were 
nurſed as it were in her Arms, and ſackled at her Breaſts; aod the 
more ſober of all Diflenters will ſay, ſhe was a true Church then, in 
all the main things of Religion. Now unleſs they can prove that ſhe 
is Changed from what ſhe then was, either in DoCtrine, or Sacraments, 
or Worſhip, or Diſcipline, or Church-Government, in any- materi 
thing, from better to worſe, which I think they cannot do, how can 
they jultifig their Separation from her * And 


its. te. at. at 
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And 1 think I may ſafely add, that the wiſer Men and ableſt in (o- 


lid Learning and Piety, and in the ſound Knowledge of the Scriptures 
to inſtru& the Ignorant, and convince or put to ſilence Oppoſers, to 
'refute Antichriſtian and Popiſh Errors as well as all other old and late 
-Hereſtes are much more numerous to be found in the Church of Er7- 
land. And what ſolid Learning the ableſt of the Dilleaters have had, fo 


far as may be acquired by outward means, has been originally by means 
of Church of England Men. She hath beca all along, and ſtill is the great- 
eſt Bulwark agaiuſt Popery ( whereof ſhe hath- given ſufficient Proof 
from time to time, witneſs the many elaborate and excellent Books and 
Tracts written by her Members) againſt Popery eſpecially, and other 
old and new Hereſies, as Deifm, Atheiſm, &c. yea, let the Libraries 
and Cloſets of the generality of the Diſſenters Miniſters be ſearched, 
who are the more knowing and judicious, and of beſt repute among 
them, either for Piety or Learning, and it will be found, that they 
have more Booksof Church of England Divines, and other forraign Di- 
vines who own Communion with her, than of any'others ? And yet for 


.all this ſhall I be ſo uncharitably judged, and my Friends who go along 


with me, as a ſort of Apoſtates, and as having bad Ends and Deſigns, 
and as ſome of them (1 hear) ſaggeſt -againlt me, that I do it for a 


'Living, I pray God forgive their uncharitable Judgmemt, 1 neither was 
nor yet am ſo hard put to it for a worldly Living, as ſome imagine, and 


as others wiſh and deſire, I mean of my Adverſaries among the Quakers, 
who have Prophecied of my outward as well as inward Ruine, and 


longed to have their falſe Prophecies accompliſhed againſt me; bui God 
hath hitherto diſappointed them, and preſerved me and mine from 
Ruine both inwardly and outwardly, for which 1 bleſs his Name, and 
I hope he will preſerve me to the End. -. Why ſhould the Expectation 


of a Living incline me more to the Church of England, than to the Diſ- 


Fenters? Had I joyned with them, I might have got a Living among 


them, perhaps more plentif. by the Peoples Gratuities, than by a Set maini- 
renance in the Church of England. 

Which laſt way of living 1 think is the .more Honourable; and leſs 
obnoxious to many great Temptations z and every way as Iuitable to 
the Goſpel. | Ws 

I find'that the Church of God in Scripture is compared to an Army, 
whoſe Captain is our blefſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, called the Captaia ot 
our Salvation. Now ſuppoſe there were two Armies in the Field, the 
one very great and numerous, the other far leſs in Number, as 
ſuppoſe the one Thirty thouſand, the other Ten, pray tell me, whether 
it is at more fate for us all, who are concerned. in one common cn 
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a2ainſt the common Enemy, to keep within the Body of the Army, then 
in ſeveral Parties to ſtraggle and keep aſunder from it, or Entrench 
themſelves : The like is our preſent Caſe, both 'the Church of England, 
and a!l called Proteſtant Deſſenters, profeſs to be concerned in one com- 
mon Cauſe againſt Papiits, Turks and Jews, Deifts and Atheifts, and 
others guilty of vile Hereffes. in a Spiritual Warfare. Is it not therefore 
more prudent and ſafe, to unite together in one Body of. Chriſtian So- 
ciety and Communion againſt the common Enemy, that we may be the 
ſtronger; eſpecially ſeeing the differences betwixt the Church of Eng- 
land and the more judicious and moderate of the Diſſenters, are not in 
any Materials either of Do&rine or Worſhip, but the very ſame, as they 
have Confeſled ? Have not theſe Diviſions and Separations had bad Et- 
feats, weakned the Proteſtant Iatereſt, ſtrengthned the Papiſts, yea, 
2nd Deiſts, and Atheiſts, and looſe and ſcandalous Perſons, who take. 
occaſion to ſay, there is no true Religion on either ſide, by obſerving 
the great Heats and Anuimoſities, and bitter Prejudices of the differing 
Parties ? 

I will now come to anſwer what IT think they will obje& maialy 
againſt my Reaſon above given : They will tell us, that if the parity or 
equality on both Sides were the ſame, my Reaſon would be good ; but 
they will alledge there is a great diſparity and inequality, the Diſſen- 
ters having the Advantage, in ſeveral Particulars, as 1. in Doftrines, 
2dly. in manner of Worſhip, 34ly. Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
athly. Church Governments, which (ſay the Diſſenters) is more agree- 
able to Scripture among them, thay in the Church of England. To 
every one of which I think to ſay ſomething, .as briefly as I can. And 
Firſt, as to the Dodrine, as touching the Articles of Faith ( the Qua- 
kers excepted ) they profeſs to be one with the Church of England, 
and have ſigned, or profeſs themſelves willing to ſign. to her Articles. 
Secondly, as to the manner of Worſhip, which .the Diſſenters contend 
for, ſhould be wholly by an extempore Gift of. the Spirit, whereas the 
Church of England, though ſhe alloweth, that Miniſters before and af- 
ter Sermon may Pray ( without a Set Form, either read, or repeated 
from the bare Memory ) by uſing their ſan&ified Parts, and Gifts af 
Underſtanding, to Conceive Prayer by.the Help ofthe Spirit, yet She 
is not only for the Lawfulneſs of Set. Forms.of Prayer, compoſed by 
Pious Men of Spiritual Abilities, both ancient and late, but for the 
great Conveniency and Profitableneſs of them, yon and Neceſſity of 
them in many reſpeRs, in the Publick Worſhi God, leaving every 
one to their Chriſtian Freedom, whether to vl>-as not uſe, Set Forms. 
ig their Cloſet and Private Devotions. '. "0 Sg C 

; ut 
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But to this I ſay; The: moſt Pious as well as Judicious, whom ths 
Diſſenters eſteem ſo, and repute as their Fathers ; and others that re- 
pute them not ſo, yet will allow that they were very holy and ſpiritual 
Men, have.owned the Lawfulneſs of Set Forms of Prayer ; yea not only 
the Lawfulneſs, but the great Conveniency and Neceſlity of them in the 
Publick Worſhip of God. Calvin, one of the moſt famous of the Pro- 


teſtant Reformers was for them, 
as | proved to.you ſome-time ago, 
out of his expreſs., words, in his 
Letter to the PrateQor of England, 
Epift.87. The Proteſtant Churches 
abrogd in Germany, Holland, Po- 
land, Sweden, Denmark, and France, 
from the beginning of the Refor- 
mation to this very day, have uſed 
Set Forms of Prayer and Thankſ- 
giving in their Publick Worſhip. 
And yet I think the Diſſenters 
here will not conclude, that their 


NQned dd. formulam precum, Cy:. Anto the. 
Form of Prayers, and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, 
{. Nete ] that I greatly approve that it be 
certain; from which it may not be lawful 
for Paſtors to depart in their FunQion, both 
to.guard againſt the Simplicity and Unskil- 
fulneſs of ſome, and alſo, that the Conſene 
of all the Churches among themſelves may 
bz more certainly known. And laſtly, t5 
Put a Check to the inſolent Liberty of ſome 
who affc& certain Innovations. 

So then it behoverh there be a 
Set | or fixed | Catechiſm, a Set Admin:- 
niſtracion of Sacraments ; alſvu a Set Form 
of Prayers, 


Worſhip was wholly caraal dead, 

and without Life or Spirit, as many of them do now argue againſt the 
publick Prayers of the Church of England. The Life and Spirituality of 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in the Mode or Form of the words, whether 
Set or Extempore, ſay all ſound and judicious Chriſtians, but in the Pu- 

Tity, and Fervour of the AﬀeCtions. 

' And therefore an Extempore Prayer may be very Formal,dead anddry, 
and a Prayer in a Set Form may be very lively, powerful, and effectual, 
as the experience of Thouſands daily confirm. And ſuppoſe the Diſ- 
ſenters would be To uncharitable to judge, that Calvir's Prayers at Gene- 
va in Set Forms, and Luther's in Wittenberg, and all the other Proteſtants 
Prayers in Set Forms, were barely Formal, Carnal, Dead and Dry, 
and the bleſſed Proteſtants Prayers, who died Martyrs in Queen Mary's 
Reign that uſed Set Forms, yea many of theſe now in uſe ( which would 
be great uncharitableneſs. ) Will they dare to judge ſo of the publick 
Prayers of the Church of Chriſt, that were in Set Forms in the pureſt 
Times of Primitive Chriſtianity, from the days of the Apoſtles, in the 
Three Firſt Centuries, as is-evident from Church Hiſtory, before Po- 
pery was heard of in the World? Or will they be ſo uncharitable to 
Cegſure the-publick Prayers of the Jewiſh Church, ia ber beſt and pu- 
reſt Times, who had Set Forms of Worſhip , : both for Prayer and 
Thankſgiving : And that it mo conltant manner of _ 

; y-=— ; urch, 
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Ehurch, to have a Part of the Publick Worſhip with the Prieſts, join- 


ing with them in Vocal Prayer with their Months and Lips. Both: 


1n Prayer and Thankſgiving is clear from many __" of Scripture in 
the Old Teſtament, where no doubt their Aſſemblies, both in the Tem- 


ple, and Synagogues, conſiſted of a great mixture of good and bad, 


Sincere and Hypocritical ; ſee Pſal. 5o. 15, 16:. This was ſpoken not 


to Prieſts only, but to the People ; and I/as. 29. 13, where the Lord 


blam'd not the People ſimply, for drawing near to God with their Mouth, 


and honouring him with their Lips, but that while they did give him that 


outward Part of Worſhip, they had removed their Heart far from him, 


and gave him not the internal'as well as the external Part of Worſhip ; 


the internal being, as the Soul; and the external as the Body of it. This 


clearly ſhews, wiat the manner: of their Publick Worſhip then was, 
and that the People that aſſembled did really Pray Vocally with the- 


Prieſts ; and that they did Offer unto God the Calves of-their Lips, ac- 
cording. to Hoſ.14.2, And in like manner, the Chriſtians in-their Afſem- 


blies are commanded:to Offer up unto God the Fruit of their Lips,. Heb... 


r3. 15: and though the Sacrifice of Praiſe is there only mentioned, yet- 
no doubt Prayer is alſo underſtood; and'is as real a Duty for the People: 
to practiſe, as that of Praiſe ; and if People may. Sing with the Spirit, 
and yet uſe Set Forms, , as they do in Singing David's Pſalms in Publick 
Congregations all of them, [ſome Anabaptiſts excepted ] why may 
they not Pray with the Spirit in Set Forms ? If the Set Form quench- 
not the Spirit in Singing, whry ſhould it be ſuppoſed to do it in Pray- 
ing ! | | . 

It is indeed'one of 'the chiefeſt Reaſons that perſwade me, that-in the 
Publick Worſhip of God Set Forms are neceſſary, becauſe the People- 
ought to have a Part of the external Worſhip, .as well as the interna], 
by Confeſſing, Praying, and giving thanks in_ Common with their 
Mouths .and Lips,, as in believing in one Common Faith, with their 
Hearts, being a holy. Prieſthood unto God; 1 Per. 2:5; _ 

And whereas they ſay, the Miniſters Mouth when hePrays, is the- 
Peoples Mouth unto God in Publick Prayer. 

As this is allowed that ſometimes ſo it is, but to ſay it is always, anq* 
muſt be always fo, is without ground ; yea, is. hurtful and prejudicial, 
for ſo,as God is denied that external Service from the People that is due 
to him, of Adoration, the People is deprived of that-whieh-is-their 
Priviledge and a great. Benefit unto them, to ſpeak- unto God by them-. 
ſelves, ( and not by a.Proxy always ) when they Pray. And it Prayer: 
with the Mouth be a Duty in Private for all Chriſtian People, it- is- 
no leſs a Duty, or rather much more, in Publick. —_ 

e 
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We are Commanded to Confeſs with the Mouth, 'as well as Believe 
with our Heart, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, the Greek 
word 1n both places ſignifies a joint Confeſſion, ſimul dicere, to ſay toge- 
ther. How ſhould we know one anothers Faith, that we hold it faſt, 
but by holding faſt the Profeſſion of it, in joining together in the Chri- 
Kian Aſſemblies, Vocally and with word of Mouth, to Confeſs what we 
Believe, as we are Commanded, and as with one Mind, ſo with one 


Mouth to Glorifie God, Row. 15. 6. This one Mind, is the-Conſent and 


Harmony of many Minds; and therefore the one Mouth, is not one 
ſimple Month of- the Miniſter, no more thaa it is one ſingle Mind of the 
Miniſter.; but the Conſent and Harmony of many Mouths, even of the. 
whole Congregation. 

'Fhere'is a greater Advantage and Benefit in Vocal Prayer by the Or- 
gans of Speech, when duly performed both in Private and Publick, than, 
many do well underſtand, and eſpecially in Publick ; both for their own 
good, and the good of others. Although our Prayers neither Vocal 
nor Mental, move God properly ſpeaking, yet they move our {elves 
and others; and if the Spirit of God aſſiſt in.our Vocal Prayers , 
as we have cauſe to-believe he doth fo zflift all good Chriſtians, thavg;,, 
not in that manner as he did the Prophets, that Motion. kindles aCelc+, 
ſtial Fire both in our ſelves, and others that hear us; and if one Moutiy 
fo divinely moved kindles a little, many Mouths ſo moved will kindle a 
great deal. St. James tells us, the Tongues of wicked Men are ſet on the 
Fire of Hell ;, and that one Tongue 1s like a little Spark of Fire that kinales a 


great matter, Ffames 3.5. And why may not we as well conclude that the. 
Tongues of Godly Men are enkindled with Fire from Heaven. Yea. it. 


ſtands with good reaſon, that Holy Angels who are preſent in the Aſ-. 


ſemblies of the-Faithful, are moved with the Vocal Prayers and Praiſes - 


of the Faithful in the Church, whereby they kaow our inward States and. 
Thoughts, as Men know our Thoughts by-our Words, whenwe ſincerely. 
expreſs them ; for Angels know not our Thoughts immediately, but me- 


diately either by audible words,or by ſome ſoft-and gentle motion of our-- 


bodily Organs-of Speech :. Alſo it ſtands with good reaſon from Scrip- 
ture Authority, that our bleſſed Mediatour: Jeſus Chriſt, not as he is 
God, butas he is Man in our Nature; now in Heaven glorifed, is really. 
moved and affected with the Prayers, both Mental and Vocal, of the 
Faithful,- Heb. 4.15. We find. in: the Revelarions, that after the fousg 
Liviag Creatures, 7.e. the Body of the Church, had fung together: 


their Antheme, the Twenty Four Eiders, 7. e. the Governours, an--- 


ſwered with their Antiphone; and the. Angels anſwered both with 
theirs, Rev. 4. 8, 9,.10. compared with. Kevs 5; from ver. 8..to 12.. 


Nov: - 
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Now if the People in the Publick Worſhip ſhould have a Part, join- 
ing in Vocal Prayer and Thankſgiving with the Miniſter, and anſwer- 
ing him, ſometimes by ſaying Amen, ſometimes by other fit and ſuit- 
able words, this muſt needs be in Set Forms that both are agreed in, 
and know beforehand, otherwiſe either the People muſt be tied to his 
Form, which however Extempore to him, and free, yet to them is a 
Limitation and Reſtrition, as much and much leſs fafe, than to be tied 
to a Form they had formerly known, and been acquainted with, or 
elſe we muſt ſuppoſe'a Miracle to be wrought every time they Pray Vo- 
cally together, If every of them, or any. two of them Pray extempore 
_—_ ſame Form of words, without receiving it the one from the 
Otner. ; 

To plead for uſing a new Form, or Method of words in Prayer 
every time that Men Pray, is as improper and impertinent as to plead, 
that every time we Eat we mult have a new Diſh or Platter, to Eat out 
of ; and every time we drink, we mult have a new Cup to drink out of, 
and if every day, yea as oft every day as we Pray, we muſt uſe a new 
extempore Form, we may as well plead every day, we mult ſeveral times 
each day, put on New Shoes, and New Apparel; which as it would be 
great waſte, ſo would it be very uneaſie. The method of words in 
Prayer, whether extcmpore, or in a Set Form, is as remote an Acci- 
dent to the ſubſtance of Prayer, either for Matter or Life, as a Diſh or 
n Platter is to the Meat put into it, or a Cup to the Drink that is im it ; 
the ſame Meat may be as good as when put jfto another Diſh, and the 
Drink as good as in another Cup; and as ſeveral Habits of Garments 
may ſuit the ſame Perſon, ſo ſeveral Forms of Prayer, with reſpe& to 
the external Form, may ſuit the ſame Prayer, both as to Matter and 
Life. As Grace doth ſometimes cauſe a variety in our words of Prayer, 
when the Matter is the ſame, ſo meer humane Art can, and doth moſt 
frequently cauſe a variety; for by meer hamane Art, fix words can be 
varied ſome hundreds of times, and yet the matter remain the ſame : 
It is therefore a great miſtake in many who think, they who pray in 
| greateſt variety of words and modes of expreſſion, they Pray moſt by 

the Spirit, or with Grace ; for as it can be done by meer Art without 
Grace, fo it frequently is ſo-done ;- and thereby many are greatly de- 
ceived, eſpecially when it is Varniſhed with great-ſeeming ſhews of Fer- 
your, by geſtures and"tones, that move and ſtir the natural and animal 

Paſſions and Afﬀections. | 
- ButI remember I have heard two or three things objected by ſome 
Wainſt the matter of Common/Prayer. 1. Wherethe People fay, There 
i5 70 Health in us. <But that is no more offenſive, then what the _ 
aith, 
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faith, That it #« not in Man to direft his Steps, i. &. It is not in Man as of 
'himſelf, but of the Lord, ſo there is no health in ws, nor in any Man, but 
what is of God and Chriſt : It is nat in us originally, but by derivati- 
on and participation from God and Chriſt, in whom all fullneG dwells, 
and of whoſe fullneſs we all receive, and Grace for Grace. 2. That 
they ſtill are praying from Seven to Seventy, Lord be merciful ro 1 miſerable 
Offenders ;, but this I think is only made by the Quakers, all others con- 
Feſs that they are Sinners, and conſequently, as in themſelves, miſera- 
ble, and continually needing God's mercy ; for as St. James ſaid, in ma- 
ny things we effend all ;, and as St. Jehn faith, if we ſay we have no Sir, we de- 
ceive our ſelves ;, brt if we confeſs our Sins, G&'c. The Church of God ia 
all Ages have confeſſed their Sins ; and the holieſt Men have done fo, as 
Daniel, Eſdias, &c. The great remiſſion of Sins in the moſt ſolema 
and publick manner, is reſerved to the day of Judgment, that great 
day of Aſliſe ; what remiſſion the beſt now have, is but like the Crimi- 
nal's Pardon from the King, that he has by himſelf in ſecret ; that is not 
fo Authentick till it be proclaimed in open Court at the Aſliſe. 3. Some 
obje& againſt that expreſſion in the Common Prayer, We are tied and bond 
w.th the chain of our Sins. But I think none of the Diſſenters ( the Quakers 
excepted) can well ſo obje& ; many of whom commonly in their Pray- 
ers ſay, They muſt carry about with them a Body of Sin and Death to the Grave ;, 
which I think is more then what is here objected againſt. I think it 
were more ſafe and warrantable according to Scripture to ſay, that 
ſome remainders of Sin remain in the Faithful, eſpecially with reſpe& 
tothe Original Defilement by Adar's Fall, as.alſo with reſpe& to ſome - 
remaining part of thoſe Habits of Sin we had contra&ted by our. .actuat- 
Tranſgreſſions, than that the Body of Sin remains in them, if they un- 
derſtand it,. of the whole Body or Complex of vitious Habits contra-- 
Qed by attual Sins, which the Saints are faid to have put off by Rege- 
neration, as, when the Body or Bulk of a-great Tree is cut down, with 
its Boughs, Branches, Twigs and Bearers, yet the Stump and Root, or 
ſome part of it remains in the Ground, which if due care be not taken- 
continually to mortify, ſuppreſs, and ſubdue, would ſpring up again, 
to which that in Hebr. 12. 15, ſeems plainly to refer, and with reſpe& 
to ſuch a'remaining Part, root or ſeed of Sin, in the Faithful, it is faid 
by St. Fobn, 1 Fohn 1. 8.. If we ſaythat we have no fin, we deceiye our ſelves, 
and the truth-is not in us. This remainder of Sin-God hath ſeen meet to 
ſoffer to-remain 'in the Faichful (though he pardoneth the Guilt of it, 
and hath promiſed to give them ſufficiency of his Grace, whereby ſtill 
they may be able to mortify and ſubdue.it) for the tryal.of their Faith, 
and the Exerciſe of both their Faith, and all other. their Graces and Vir-- 
- | tues, 
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tues, in the way of Spiritual Confli& and Warfare, againſt three grand 
Enemies, the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; that ſo through the 
ViRory that the Faithful obtain by the Vitorious Power of God's Grace, 
their Reward may be the greater, ( which yet is ſtill the Free Gift of 
- God )* according to 2 Tim. 2.5. And if a Man alſo ſtrive for Maſteries, 
yet 1s he not crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully. Not that Sin either in leſs 
Or more, is any proper Cauſe of the increaſe of our Virtues, yet as in 
natural Effeas one natural Agent commonly works the more powerfully 
in the preſence of a contrary Agent, if that contrary Agent be not too 
powertul, its Agency ſerving but to excite the other the more effeCtually 
againſt it ; as Heat is increaſed by Cold, and alittle Water caſt into Fire 
increaſeth the Flame. Now that this remaining part, root, or ſeed of 
Sin, with what other is contrafted by the daily indeliberate, and for the 
moſt part, involuntary infirmities that the Faithful are obnoxtous to, 
may be ſaid to be a Chain, whereby they are tied and bound, 1n part, 
though as to the main, they are looſed, and ſet free from the 
reign and prevalency of Sin, by -the virtue and prevalency of God's 
Grace; as when a Man that has been bound Hands and Feet, and 1a his 
whole Body, by ſtrong Fetters of Iron, is looſed from the greateſt and 
heavieſt of them in his whole Body and Members, yet ſome leſs Chain 
or Chains remain, that though they neither do nor can hinder his ating 
and walking, yet do in part incommode and retard him. This is fitly 
repreſented by what is reported of that holy Man A»ſelm's obſervati- 
on of a Shepherd Boy that had tied a ſmall Stone with a ſmall Thred, 
to the Foot of a ſmall Bird, and then let it out of his hand looſe to fly. 
The ſmall Bird did fly but a little at a time, being incommoded and re- 
tarded with the weight of the Stone, though but little, flying a little, 
-and reſting a little ; now mounting upwards as if it would fly ſtraight- 
-way to Heaven ; but then ſoon after deſcending to the Earth ; which 
that holy Man beholding, made the Embleme ot the State of his Soul, 
-and fell. into Weeping, ſayiag to this effte&t, What the little. Stone is to 
.thes little Bird, that my Sin that hangs about me is to me. 

To the Third, The Adminiſtration of the Sacraments; wherein do 
they ſuppoſe, that the Difſenters have any advantage above the Church 
of England? they will ſay, that they add nothing to Chriſt's Inſtitution 
in Baptiſm, whereas the Church of England adds the Sign of the Croſs, 
and at the receiving the Lord's Supper they receive it kneeling ; to 
this Ianſwer, the Church of England makes not the Sign of the Croſs, 
any part of Baptiſm, for ſhe doth not order it to be uſed at private 
Baptiſm to any that is in danger of Death, nor does ſhe make it any 
-Means of Grace, but a convenient Symbole to put us in mind, and alſo to 
lignify, that we own Chriſt that was cruvified on the Tree of the _ 
a 
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nd are not aſhamed to confeſs him, the Captain of onr Salvation, and 
manfully to fight under his Banner, a Sin, the World, and the 
Devil, &c. which has but the like Service that a Croſs drawa with Ink 
on Paper, has to ſignify the Croſs of Wood, that he was crucified up- 
on, and is but a ſort of Hieroglyphick, neither commanded nor forbid - 
den in Scripture, but ſimply indifferent ; and that our Superiors both 
Eccleſiaſtick and Civil, have Authority to command us in the uſe of 
indifferent Things, 1 am well ſatisfied, and I ſee not but fo ought the 
Diſſenters to acknowledge, who grant that our Superiors both Eccleſi- 
aſtical and Civil may enjoin the keeping of a Faſt Day for publick Ca- 
lamities, or a Feſtival Day of Thankigiving for publick Mercies. Bax- 
ter makes no more hurt in uſing the ſign of the Croſs ia Baptiſm, than if 
we ſhould tie a-piece of Thred to our Finger to keep us in mind of 
what we deſire to remember. 

That the Lord's Supper is received kneeling, has no more Ceremo- 
ny nor hurt in it, than that we pray kneeling, for both the Miniſter 
that gives, and the People that receives the Elemeats of Bread and 
Wine, do it with Prayer. 

For all the great Clamour agaiaſt the Ceremonies of the Church of 
Enoland, 1 ſcarcely find any more but one, that may be fo called, to 
wit, that abovementioned, the ſign of the Croſs at Baptiſm, which is a 
very harmleſs, and a very ancient Praiſe in the Church of Chriſt, and 
had a warrantable Original, that becauſe the Heathens upbraided the 
Chriſtians with the Croſs, to ſhow, they were not aſhamed of it, after 
receiving Baptiſm, they received the ſign of the Croſs on their Fore- 
heads, nor is that occaſion wanting in our Day, where ſo many Thou- 
ſands here in this Nation, on the pretence of high Divine Inſpirations, 
have caſt away the Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, as he was outwardly 
Crucified, together with the Memorials of him, Baptiſm, and the _— 

' And as concerning Anfant Baptiſm time will not permit at preſeat, 
| that I ſhould inſiſt on it 3 but this I ſay, I am fully ſatisfied with the 
Baptiſm I had in Infancy, and I do believe that it asduly belongeth to 
the Infant Children of Believers under the New Teſtament, being a 
ſeal tv them of God's Covenant of Grace for remiſſion of Sin, as Cir- 


cumciſion did belong to ſuch under the Old Teſtament, for God is nv - 


leſs merciful to Believers and their Children-npw, than he was then. 

I cannot but think ſtrange, that there ſhould be ſuch a Clamour a- 
gainſt the Ceremonies in the Church of England, having upon enquiry, 
tound them ſo few. 1 lately met with a Book of one of the Church of 
England, wherein 1 found him having the. ſame Thought with mine; 


that there is but one Ceremony in the Church of England, viz. the gn 


* 
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of the Croſs, and ſtriftly ſpeaking, I ſee no need why it ſhould. be cal- 
led a Ceremony, this hard Word offends many ignorant People, why 
may not our Superiors Eccleſiaſtick and Civil enjoin ſome Things that 
are meerly Circumſtantial, and in themſelves indifferent, as to the Ha- 
bit of Miniſter's Cloathing, and the Uſe of a Surplice ia Divine Service, 
of the Decency and Conveniency of which they are more proper Judges 
than private Perſons, as well- as they are generally allpwed-todeter- 
mine other Circumſtances of Time and Place, and various. A&ions, re- 
lating to both Religious and Civil Matters. To brtfry in Wollen, and 
to lay the dead in a Coflin, to lay a Cloth, or Coſhen on the = to 
ring a Bell before Sermon, to have aClock or Hour-glaſs betore the 
Miniſter's Face when he Preacheth, which the Q#akers cry out againſt 
as much as others do againſt the Surplice, and ſign of the Croſs, to have 
a clean Linnen Cloth on the Communion Table, and Silver Platter and. 
Cup, for the diſtributing the Elements of Bread and Wine at the Lord's 
Supper, all theſe and divers other Things the Diſſenters commonly al-. 
low, as well as the Church of England, fome of them, by command of 
Superiors, others of them by Cuſtom, why de they not call. them Ceres, 
monies, and fright the People with that hard Ward? 

Laſtly, as to the Government of the Church, the Diſſeaters are {a 
far from having the Advantage of the Church of England, that ſhe hath 
the Advantage over them, in thatas well-as ia the other Things above- 
mentioned. 

That ia all-Societies both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; there ſhould be an. 
Order and Superiority of Officers, Rulers and Goyernours, Nature it, 
ſelf. teacheth.it. How can a City or Nation be ruled and kept in Or- 
der, if all the Rulers be equal ? How can an Army be governed, or 
diſciplined, . or- Jed forth to Battel withont divers Degrees, Superior 
and Inferior of Military Officers, if all the Captains of each ſingle Com- 
pany, coaliſting ſuppoſe of one hundred Men. each ſingle Company, 
apd the. whole. Army conſiſting of many Thouſands, if theſe ſingle 
Captains-had no ſuperior Officers over them, but every one left to his 
own Diſcretion, to lead on his Company to. Battle againſt the common , 
Enemy, who has all ia good Order, and a due and regular DiſtiaCtion 
of ſuperior and inferiour Officers, how can it be ſuppoſed, but that the 
Army that has this good Order and Diſtin&on of = Officers, ſu- 
perior and inferior, ſhould prevail againſt the other that hath no ſuch 
Order and Diſtin&ion,we may ſee a wonderful order ofSuperiority and . 
Interiority in all Things in the whole viſible Creation, ia the Heavens 
and Elements; and that there is the like Superiority in the iavigble 
Creation, of Angels.and Spirits, the Scripture doth plainly inform us, , 
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as Angelt, 'Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, Principalities and Powers, 
Cherubim and Seraphim ; Ferhro Moſess Father-in-Law, adviſed him 
- to ſet Captains over Tens, over Fifties, over Hundreds, and over Thou- 
ſands of the People of Iſrael, for the better and eaſier Government of 
' them, both in War and Peace ; and Moſes hearkned to his Advice, Fxod. 
18.24. And we find in Scripture, that the Church is compared tn an 
Army, and the Members thereof to Soldiers; the chief General and 
Captain whereof is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath appointed divers Of- 
ficers in his Church under the New Teſtament, diſtin& not only in de- 
gree,but in kind,as Biſhops, Presbyters( otherwiſe called Prieſts)and Dea- 
cons anſwerable to the three Officers that were in the Church of the Jews 
under the Old Teſtament,to wit, the high Prieſt,Prieſts and Levites ; and 
becauſe they were but one Nation, all living withina ſmall Compaſs of 
Ground, one High Prieſt did ſuffice, according to God's Appointment. 
This threefold diſtinQion of Church Government by Biſhops, Presby- 
ters-and Deacons, upon a further ſearch into the New Teſtament, 1 find 
ſo very clear as doth fully fſatisfie me, notwithſtanding that by preju- 
dice of -Education 1 was formerly Principled againſt it ; and alſo by 
ſearching into Church-Hiſtory, and the Writings of the Ancients, near- 
eſt to the Apoſtles Times, and the ſucceeding Ages, in the pureſt and 
beſt State of the Churches, as well as when there was a great declining 
from that purity, yet as many other things both of ſound DoQrine, and 
good pradtice ſtill remained ; fo this diſtinftion of Church Rulers did 
all along remain, generally in all Places, as well as in all Ages, where 
God had any Viſible Church, or where there was any Society of People, 
profeſliag the Chriſtian Religion, until the beginning of the Reformati- 
on, where in divers Countries abroad, there was no Proteſtant Kings, 
the Proteſtants ſet up Churches without Biſhops ( not rejeCting the Ot- 
fice, nor condemning it as unlawful or Antichriſtian, as ſome in late 
Times have done) but excuſing the want of it by that general maxim, 
Neceſſity has no Law. | need not inſiſt to prove the diſtinction of Presby- 
ters and Deacons out of the New Teſtament, it being (in ſome ſort) ge- 
nerally acknowledged by the Diſlenters. But the Superiority of Biſhops 
over Presbyters, is that which is condemned by ſome as Antichriſtian, 
and by ſome others judged at beſt unneceſſary, and no part of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline, belonging to Chriſtianity either eſſential or integral. But it 
you will lay aſide all prejudice of Education, and uncharitableneſs, you 
will clearly and evidently ſee it in the Holy Scriptures. That the Apo- 
ſtles had a Snperiority over not only the LXX, but all other Miniſters 
ang Paſtors, or Teachers, is very clear from 1 Cor. 12.28, compared 
with Eph. 4. 11. 
D 2 That 
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That Biſhops were to ſucceed the Apoſtles, and have the like Office- 
both with them, as Churches came to be planted in divers parts of the 
World before their Deceaſe, and alfo after their Deceaſe; not with re- 
ſpe to the extraordinary gifts of Prophecy and Miracles, but with re- 
ſpe to the Government of the Church by a regular Succeſſion, is: evi- 
dent from Mar. 28. 19, 20. compared with the above-cited Eph. -4. 11. 
otherwiſe all ſtanding or ſetled Muniftry, as an Ordinance of Chriſt, may 
be reje&ed, as Enthuſiaſts generally do, yea whatcan theſe Governments 
be, mentioned 1 Cor. 1 2. 28. but as really the Superiority of Biſhops over 
Presbyters, as of Presbyters over the Deacons, and the People,. other- 
wiſe why Governments in the Ploral Number ? Alſo what are theſe- 
Digaitics mentioned Jud. 8. that ſome deſpiſed in the Apoſtles days ? 
nd 2 Pet, 2.10,11. And how ſhould any doubt of the Office of Epiſco- 
PAcy, being an Ordinance of Chriſt in the Church, when the qualifica- 
tions requiſite to ſuch an Officer are ſo expreſly ſet down, 1 Tim. 3. from 
2.1. tov. 8. But whereas it is objeQted, that ſeeing there is only menti- 
oned in that Chapter a twofold Order, 1. Of —_—_ 2. Of Deacons, it 
would ſeem, that Presbyters are there underſtood by Biſhops, otherwiſe 
Presbyters ſhould be wholly excluded from Church Government. 

L anſwer, that will not follow, 1. Becauſe Presbyters, though not ex- 


- preſled, yet may be underſtood, and implied, under either the one or 


the other expreſly mentioned ; the name Deacon being; ſometimes a ge- 
neral Name in Scripture, ſignifying the moſt ſuperiour, as well as inferi- 
our Officers in the Church, 1 Cor. 3. 5. St. Paul called himſelf agd Apollo 
by the Name of Deacons, as it is in the Greek ; and 2 Cor. 3.6. he calls 
all Miniſters and Teachers at large by that Name. But 2. in the order of 
things there were but theſe two Officers at firſt (excepting the Apoſtles) 
Biſhops, and Deacons. The Churches in many places at firſt being ſmall, 
the Biſbop could both ſufficiently teach, and rule his Flock, and fo did, 
without Presbyters, only by the aſſiſtance of Deacons ; but the number 
of the Flock increaſing, he did chuſe, and raiſe up thoſe that had well 
uſed the Office of a Deacon, to the higher degree of Presbyters, which 
is called by St. Paxl, 1 Tim. 3. 13. a good degree, which they purchaſed 
to themſelves, even as thoſe that well uſed the Office of a Presbyter were 
afterwards raiſed up to the Office of a Biſhop, as was accordingly pra- 
&riſed in the Church, © that in priority of Nature, and alſo- of Trme, 
the Deacon is before the Presbyter, though in priority of Dignity, the 
Presbyter is before the Deacon. Hence according to the Order eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church, none is to be ordained a Presbyter, until he firſt 
be ordained a Deacon ; nor can he at one and the ſame time, be OrdAn- 
ed to be both. | _ ; 
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The Diſtinion and Superiority of Biſhops over Presbyters or Elders, 
is very clear to me, as well as to many, out of St. PauPs Epiſtles to Timo- 
thy and Titxs, 1 Tim.1.3. E St. Paul writes to Timothy, to Command, or 
give in Charge to ſome that were Teachers at Epheſus, to teach no other 
Do&rine, than the pure Do@rine of the Goſpel, ſuch as he had heard of 
him. And had not T imethyhad a Superiority of Office above other Teach- 
ers, Which were then'at Epheſrs, why did he dire& both his Epiſtles to 
him only, laying down excellent rules, and method of Government for 
him to follow, 1a the exerciſe of his Epiſcopal FunQtion, 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
with reſpon to ſeveral States of Perſons both Male and Female? 

HI. Why did St. Pa»! give the Charge to Timothy to count the Elders 
that ruled well, ( which were no doubt under him) worthy of double 
Honour, eſpecially them who laboured in Word and Do&rine, but that 
he was able to confer that double Honour upon them ; a part of which 
was an Honourable Maintenance, according to what follows, ver. 18. 
for the Scripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the 
Corn ;, and the Labourer is worthy of his reward. By this it is plain, that it 
belonged to Timothy, being the Biſhop of Epheſ#s, (as he is expreſly call- 
ed the Firſt Biſhop of Epheſzs, at the end of the ſecond Epiſtle to him) to 
whom the Church Treaſure, ( made up of the Gifts of the People) was 
entruſted, to provide for the Presbyters under him, a neceſſary Main- 
tenance, which manner of praQtice continued in the Church, the Biſhops 
having the difpoſe of the Churches Treaſure, within their ſeveral Pre- 
cins, during all that time the Church had no Chriſtian Magiſtrate to 
Countenance her, and long after. 


HI. He writes to him as an Eccleſiaſtick Ruler and Judge, that .had- 


power to hear and examine Accuſations —_ againſt Presbyters, and 
accordingly to judge, after due Evidence of two or three Witnefles ; 
which plaiuly ſhews bis Power of Juriſdiction over Presbyters, 1 Tm. 
IG 

? IV. He gives him a moſt ſolemn Charge before-God, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Ele& Angels, that in the exerciſe of the Power of Judi- 
catory, he a& impartially, without Fayour, or biaſs of Aﬀe&ion, not 
preferring one before another, ver. 21. © 

V. He writes to him, as one having Power of Ordination, to Ordain 
Elders by laying on of Hands; and cautions him, to lay hands ſuddenly 
on no Man, ver. 22. 

VI. He writes to him in his ſecond Epiſtle, to ſtir up the gift of God 
that was in him by the putting on of his Hands, together with the Hands 
of the Presbytery or Elderfhip, viz. ſome other Apoſtles that might 
jointly with'St. Pazl, lay Hands on him, 1 Tim. 4. 14. for that oy Preſ- 
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bytery here mentioned was a-Colledge only of Presbyters, is a- bare 
alledgment, viz. when he ordained him the firſt Biſhop of Epheſu,- as 
appears from the end of the ſecondEpiſtle, 2 Tim. r. 6. 

VII. He willeth him, that he commit to faithful Menwho ſhall be abte 
to teach others alſo, thoſe Things that he had heard of him, among 
many Witneſſes, which behoved to be ſome peculiar Things relating 
in great part to Rules of Diſcipline and Church Government, which 
were not fit either for Heathens to hear, or Novices in the Faith, who 
yet might hear the common DoQrines of the Chriſtian Faith, preached 
in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 

VIII. Writing to Titzs, he preſuppoſeth him Biſhop of the Cretians, 
as appears from the end of the Epiſtle to him, and tells him why he left 
him in Crete, That be ſhould ſet in order the things that are wanting, and or- 
dain Elders in every City as he had appointed bim, T1 know no reaſon why 
theſe ſhould be thought Lay-Elders, 5. e. ſuch as were not to Preach, I 
find none ſuch, either here or any where elſe in the New Teſtament. 
How could Tir exerciſe this Authority in ſuch a ſpacions Iſland, where 
many Cities were, and Chriſtian Congregations ſet up, if-he- had been 
only a ſingle Presbyter? And if the other Presbyters had equal Power 
with him, why did not he write to him and them jointly ? Whether in 
the Ordination of Presbyters, others jointly did not lay on Hands- with 
the Biſhop, is not the preſent queſtion; but whether it is to be found in 
Scripture or Church Hiſtory, that any Number or Colledge of Presby- 
ters, Ordained any without a Biſhop preſiding over them ? 

' IX. He telleth him, that the Mouths of ſuch Teachers as were varuly 
and vain Talkers, and Deceivers, and who taught things which they 
; ought not, for filthy lucre ſake, muſt be ſtopped; which plainly ſhews 
his Authority to depoſe and filence falſe Teachers, as well as to Ordain 
Sound and Worthy. 

X. He telleth him of his Authority to judge, who is a Heretick, and 
how after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, ( if he amend not) he-ought 
to rejet him. _ 

By theſe Inſtances plainly colleQed out of the Epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titxs, it may I think appear, to all impartial perſons that well and duly 
conſider them, that both Timothy and Titus were Biſhops, and had a Su- 
periority of Power and Juriſdiction over the Presbyters$ in the Churches 
of Epheſus and Crete, as well as of Ordination. 

- I know W. Prynne hath printed a Book, which he called the Unbiſbop- 
ing of Timothy and Titus, Which I have read; but I find not that he hath 
either ſufficiently anſwered the Arguments brought from Scripture, to 
prove that they were Biſhops, or given any ſufficient Arguments to the 
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contrary. [I have alſo ſeen another great Book of his, giving a Hiſto- 
rical Relation of the eyil PraQtiſes- of many Biſhops, all which-if true, 
Gith nothing againſt the 'Office. But 1 could write a great:Book,{three- 
fold greater] giving a. Hiſtorical Relation of many good” Things, Bi- 
ſhops have done in the World. Many Biſhops both in the early and lat- 
ter Apes, have been eminently exemplary in Holineſs of Life, and all 
Chriſtian Virtues 3 and for divers Ages fucceeding the Apoſtle's Days, 
* were bleſſed and happy Inſtruments, to preſerve the Truth and Purity 
of the Chriſtian rine, in the World, and the Unity and Peace of the 
many Churches in it, hindring Schiſms, and curing them that did threa- 
ten to ariſe. Cutting down with the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God, [7 even the DoArinal Word, outwardly delivered in the 


Holy Scriptures, as they were mightily aſliſted by the Holy Spirit fo to. - 


do] the monſtrous and vile Hereſies that ſprung up from time to time, 
oppugaing the Chriſtian Faith, wherein Almighty God bleſſed them with 

great Succeſs, and this. they did partly by their particular Writings, 

Treatiſes and Epiſtles, as well as Sermons, and partly by their aſſem-. 
bling in great Numbers, in Synods and Councils, to condemn them, 

and that many. times to the danger of their Lives, uader perſecuting 
Kings and Emperours ; ſome whereof were Heathen, and fome Arian 
and Emtychian. 

Such who are but ordigarily well acquainted with Antiquity” and- 
Church Hiſtory, cannot be ignorant that the Goverament of the Church: 
from the very days ofthe Apoſtles in.allthe famous places of the World, - 
where Chriſtianity came to be planted, was by Succeſſion, the which did» 
lineally deſcend for four hundred years from the Apoſtles days and up-- 
wards, and in diyers places, to this Age. . 

There are two- places of Scripture in the Old Teftament, which di-+ 
vers of the Fathers. underſtood. of Epiſcopal Government,. as it was to - 
be ſet up in the Church under the New Teſtament, as P/al. 45. 16. being 
a Prophecy concerning Chriſt's Church, and. his. Government 1a the +. 
ſame by Church Officers.- [ſtead of thy Fathers [_i. e. the Apoſtles, who - 
were the Founders ofthe. New Teſtament Church, and were her Fathers] / 
ſhall be thy Children, (i. e. their Succeſſors in the Goverament of the- 


Church after their Deceaſe] whom thou maieſt make Princes in all the Earth, . 


The other Place is in /ſazah 60. 17. I will appoint them Biſhops in Righ-- 
teouſneſs, and Deacons or Miniſters in Faith, as Clemens Biſhop of Rome 
quotes it in his famous Epiſtle to the Corinthians, but as the Septuagipt * 


hath it, is thus, And 1 will give thy Princes in Peace,. and thy Biſhops inv 


Riohteouſneſs. 
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ciple | Antioch, ted by him, 'Friteth'thus to 
bx. Church of let. the People be ona. 6s Ir on, the Dta- 
cons to the Presbyters, the Presbyters to the Biſhop, and the to Chriſt, 
as he is to-his Father. Policary alſo was conftituted _—_ n, Biſhop 
of Smyrna, who both ſuffered Martyrdom, as Sonny giveth 
account. Jrenas faith, bb. 3. "cap. 3. We have 

Habemias annum avere0t, .t0 remember them, whe weve 159A | Biſhops by 
4h ab 4poſolir infiituri the Apoſtles in the Churches, and their Succefſars even 
en cofices runs uſjus 19119 16%. This Jrexina was Biſhop. at Zyons, and 
4 nes. lived within about aſhondred years after St. Fohn. 
It is acknowledged both "br De Writers, and 


later ; yea by ſome Calviniſts, and 'particularly 'by David Pare, that 
the ſeven Angels of the] ſeven Clrches of 4x, to whom .- Fohn 
wrote, were the ſeven Biſhops ſet over thoſe ſeven Churches ; alſo it is 
very probable that St. Fob»: himſelf had planted all theſe ſeven Churches, 
and did conſtitute the Biſhops in them. 

. , Hicrom, whom the Adverſaries of Epiſcopacy think that he favour- 
eth in oppoſition to the Epiſcopal Avthority, plainly granteth that the 
Power of Ordination'is loJe'd inthe Biſhop, ſaying quid enim ſaci ex- 

cepta ordrnatione Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter non faciat, 1.e, for what doth the 
 Bijbep, that the Preibyter may not, or ought not to do, e Ordinati 
Epiſt, ad Exagrium. And the ſame affirmeth, that from Mark the Evan- 
geliſt, until Heraclas and Dionifius Beſhops there, the Presbyters of Alex» 
andria did name him Biſhop, one a: _— elefted, and placed in a, 
higher degree, bat he doth not ſayzharting ordained hins. DER: - 
And both Hierom and Clemens Romanus long, before- him, did: make a 
paralel betwixt the High Prieſts, Prieſtsand Levites inthe Fewiſb Church, 
and Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons in the New Teſtament Church, 
what Aaron and his Sons, and tht Levites wer in the Temple (faith be) the” 

. amt in the Church. may Biſhops end Predbyters, and Deacons, t e unto 

themſelves, Hier. ad Eugr. And how univerſal the extent of Epiſcopacy 

was in all the Churches, . and to what end it was appointed, he farther 
declareth in that ſame Epiſt. :& was decreed in the whole worlQ, that one cho«. 
ſen out of the Presbyters ſhould be placed above the reſt, towhom: all care of the 

Chich ſhauld belong, and ſo the Seeds of Sohiſm be remuved. + . 

Thus far I'think-I have made it appear, that jn'none of the Particulars. 
abovementioned, [the Diſſenters have any advantage'above_ the Church 
of Engiard; . but that what advantage there is to be found either from 

Scripture, or Church Hiſtory, and Antiquity, lieth on her ſide. 


